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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  year  1964 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of : 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
AND  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  1964.  The 
report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  is  in  a form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The 
sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Housing 
and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  written  and 
compiled  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The 
final  section  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal 
health  services  in  the  Division,  for  which  the  County  Council  is  the 
responsible  Authority. 

The  vital  statistics  are  satisfactory  and  reflect  a favourable  trend  in 
the  general  health  of  the  community.  The  incidence  of  notifiable  in- 
fectious diseases,  apart  from  Measles,  was  low.  Attention  is  drawn  how- 
ever to  the  occurrence  last  year  of  Infectious  Hepatitis  in  numbers 
greater  than  any  previously  experienced.  The  disease,  usually  benign 
though  more  severe  in  adults  than  in  children,  is  often  slow  to  resolve 
and  convalescence  from  the  illness  may  be  prolonged.  As  yet  no  specific 
immunization  measure  against  the  disease  is  available  but  research  con- 
tinues into  the  efficacy  of  gamma  globulin  in  providing  temporary  passive 
immunity  in  close  contacts.  It  v/ould  be  a pity  if  this  disease  were  to  gain 
ground  when  most  of  the  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  declining 
in  incidence  and  severity. 

But  the  focus  of  public  health  concern  last  year  was  surely  the 
epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  which  raged  in  Aberdeen  during  the  early 
summer  months.  Although  the  disease  was  confined  almost  entirely  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  the  city  its  repercussions  were  felt  throughout  the 
land.  It  was  big  news  for  a long  time  and  the  publicity  it  attracted  made 
many  people  pause  to  think. 

The  probable  source  of  the  outbreak  was  an  infected  six  pound  tin 
of  corned  beef  imported  from  the  Argentine.  Faulty  food  hygiene  in 
an  otherwise  admirably  ordered  shop  caused  the  spread  of  infection  to 
other  meat  products  and  by  the  time  the  source  of  infection  was  traced 
hundreds  of  people  had  been  implicated  and  five  hundred  contracted  the 
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disease.  It  was  yet  another  bitter  example  of  the  affect  of  bad  food 
hygiene  on  the  health  of  a community.  It  gave  emphasis  to  the  impera- 
tive need  for  all  engaged  in  the  food  trade  to  observe  the  strictest  rules  of 
hygiene. 

But  observance  of  rules  can  only  come  from  a proper  understanding 
of  them  and  it  was  with  this  purpose  In  mind  that  the  Borough  Health 
Department  organised  courses  at  the  College  of  Further  Education  to 
train  food  handlers  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  food  hygiene.  The 
response  from  the  trade  was  reasonably  good  but  even  so  there  are 
still  many  firms  and  many  employees  who  either  fail  to  appreciate  the 
vital  need  for  such  training  or  who  are  unwilling  to  make  the  effort 
to  attend.  The  Flealth  Department  can  but  persevere  with  its  training 
scheme  and  hope  that  neither  a fresh  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  nor 
compulsory  legislation  will  be  needed  before  the  unenlightened  in  the 
food  trade  relent. 

In  conclusion  may  I offer  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Councils 
for  their  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  health,  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  for  their  help  and  co-operation  and  to  the  staff  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  loyal  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

“Churchill”,  Park  Road, 

Kernel  Hempstead,  Herts. 

June,  1965. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.FI. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 

BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Alan  C Horne,  d.p.a.,  f.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  Fish,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H. : Housing  Management 

—Institute  of  Housing) 

K.  Whiteley,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h., 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

E.  R.  Potts,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  H.  T,  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.i.,,  cert,  r.s.h. and  s.i.e.j.b. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  C.  Sweet,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

C.  Laidman,  cert,  r.s.f.  and  s.i.e.j.b.,  f.a.l.p.a. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

T.  Williams  Jones,  m.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

J.  A.  Withey,  cert,  r.s.h  & S.I.E.J.B. 

(also  Assistant  Surveyor) 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


03-  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

7,193  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1964 

, , , 

61,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation 

List 

at  31st  December,  1964  

19,111 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964 

... 

£3,498,176 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1964/65 

• • • 

• • • 

£15,100 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

— 

LIVE  births: 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  

607 

590 

1,197 

Illegitimate  

30 

31 

61 

Total  ... 

637 

621 

1,258 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  20.3. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.3. 


STILL  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  13  6 19 

Illegitimate  4 — 4 


Total  ...  17  6 23 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  18.0. 


DEATHS  : 

Males  238,  Females  209  447 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  7.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Maternity  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  8 2 10 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 3 


Total  ...  11  2 13 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE! 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  _ .... 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  


10.3 

8.4 

49.2 
7.2 

24.2 
24.1 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  2.56 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  • . •••  •••  1-52 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0.94 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.02 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  0.01 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.  but  includ- 
ing syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.05 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1964  was 
61,890  as  compared  with  60,460  at  mid- 1963.  Allowing  for  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  of  811,  this  shows 
that  629  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 

Comparability  Factors 

The  area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  Borough  are  0.85  and  1.56 
respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  comparable  with  those 
for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in 
the  constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of 
their  sex  and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the 
high  factor  for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of 
the  Borough  population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country 
as  a whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,258  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  forty-three  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.1  for  the  previous  year  and  18.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  23  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  three  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
still  birth  rate  was  18.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared 
with  16.2  for  1963  and  with  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  447 
(238  males,  209  females),  an  increase  of  nineteen  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.6  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.3. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Of  the  90  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth 
in  24  instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  10.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  10.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 

Males 

11 

Females 

2 

Total 

13 

1 — 5 years  

2 

5 

7 

5 — 15  years  

3 

1 

4 

15 — 25  years  ... 

5 

1 

6 

25 — 35  years  

6 

4 

10 

35 — 45  years  ... 

7 

6 

13 

45 — 55  years  

26 

16 

42 

55 — 65  years  

41 

27 

68 

65 — 75  years  ... 

66 

48 

114 

75  years  and  over 

71 

99 

170 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

238 

209 

447 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1964 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— • 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

I 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— • 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— ■ 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

5 

5 

10 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

21 

3 

24 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• — 

8 

8 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

30 

15 

45 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

4 

4 

16. 

Diabetes  •••  « • • •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

3 

6 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

41 

63 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

43 

42 

85 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

6 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

20 

18 

38 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

7 

6 

13 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

13 

18 

31 

24. 

Bronchitis  

19 

3 

22 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

3 

2 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

2 

3 

5 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— • 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— - 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   



..  - 

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

22 

15 

37 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

9 

1 

10 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

4 

7 

11 

35. 

Suicide  

2 

3 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

238 

209 

447 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1964 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Heart 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Disease 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

3 

Other  Congenital 

Malformations  ... 

2 

— 



-J  " Ll 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Prematurity  

3 

— 

■ — 

■ — 

3 

— 

— 

■ — 

— - 

3 

Intracranial  Plaem- 

orrhage  

1 

— 

— 

• 

1 

— 

— — 

— - 

— 

1 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Anoxia... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Haemolytic 

1 

1 

Anaemia  

— 

— 

• 

"■ — 

■ 

— — 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

8 

1 

— 

— 

9 

2 

1 

1 

-1 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough,  except  for  19  which  are  supplied 
by  private  wells  or  bores,  draw  their  water  from  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company’s  mains.  Samples  were  taken  from 
house  supplies  and  all  proved  satisfactory.  The  private  supplies  are  also 
checked  periodically  and  are  generally  of  satisfactory  quality  for  drinking 
and  domestic  use. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company  has  no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride 
present. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 
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Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

19,130* 

Persons 

61,8901 

Number  supplied  from  main: 

1.  Direct  

19,105 

61,806 

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

6 

19 

19,111 

61,825 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

19 

65 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer. 

t Registrar -Generars  figure  for  mid- 1964. 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1964 


Description 

of 

Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated  

24 

24 

— 

Private  Supplies 

18 

16 

2 

Swimming  Pool 

20 

20 

Public  Swimming  Bath 

The  Borough  has  one  modem  open-air  swimming  bath  situated  in 
Park  Road.  The  pool  is  filled  from  the  main  water  supply,  and  is 
equipped  with  filters  and  break-point  chlorination  plant.  Twenty  samples 
were  taken  from  various  points  in  the  pool  and  all  were  satisfactory.  The 
pool  was  well  patronised,  with  a total  attendance  of  188,977,  the  highest 
daily  total  being  4,241. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  extension  of  the  sewer  to  Bourne  End  and  Winkwell  is  com- 
plete and  the  work  of  connecting  the  various  properties  should  be  finished 
early  in  1965.  The  cesspools,  treatment  plants  and  soakaways  serving 
some  90  properties  will  be  abolished,  together  with  20  chemical  or  pail 
closets.  Cesspool  and  pail  emptying  services  will  no  longer  be  required. 

The  majority  of  the  owners  of  the  houses  with  chemical  or  pail 
closets,  have  agreed  to  provide  the  basic  amenities  of  bath,  basin,  internal 
water  closet  and  hot  water  supply.  They  will  be  assisted  by  means  of 
grants. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  (Local  Authorities  

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 


TOTAL 


Number 

on 

Register 


14 

222 

36 


272 


Number  of 


Inspections 


5 

111 

152 


268 


Written 

Notices 


14 

1 

14 


29 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

2 (7) 

2 (5) 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective . 

11  (8) 

5 (7) 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  

4 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

17  (15) 

10  (12) 

— 

1 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  44 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  ...  ...  50 

Making  brushes  2 

Miscellaneous  2 

total  ...  98 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

GENERAL : 


Houses— Public  Health  Acts 

140 

Plousing  Acts 

98 

Rent  Act  ...  

19 

Improvement  Grants 

150 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning 

34 

Overcrowding 

296 

Council  house  removals 

498 

Problem  families  and  old  people 

88 

Water  Supplies  

53 

Keeping  of  animals 

19 

Drainage 

380 

Refuse  disposal  

238 

Moveable  dwellings 

54 

Canal  boats 

3 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises 

118 

Building  sites  

150 

Demolition  sites 

146 

Schools 

8 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  (general  inspections 

90 

(other  visits 

452 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls 

7 

Animal  boarding  establishments  

11 

Swimming  Pool 

9 

Shops  Act 

111 

Petroleum  Acts  

446 

Pet  Animals  Act  

4 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

20 

Pests  Act— rats  and  mice  

1,418 

Noise  Abatement  Act  

56 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises 

30 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons 

133 

Clean  Air  Act — visits  to  houses  

869 

visits  to  measuring  apparatus 

615 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits 

41 

Fairgrounds  

17 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice 

625 

Interviews 

890 

Food  hygiene  lectures 

98 

Talks  to  organisations  

13 

Attendances  at  court 

10 

Other  visits  

1,073 

food  premises: 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

Butchers’  shops  

... 

138 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops) 

• • • 

• • • 

54 
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Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  84 

Bakehouses  19 

Licensed  premises  66 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  141 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens 328 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  331 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  91 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  ...  373 

Food  inspection  visits  624 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  96 

Food  vending  machines  11 

Noisa&ces  Abated;  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  900 

Moveable  dwellings  ..  6 

Food  premises,  including  stalls  and  vehicles*  238 

Shops  (including  Welfare)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Petroleum  storage  premises  ...  ...  114 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  14 

Licensed  premises  33 

Factories  60 


* These  figures  refer  only  to  improvements  to  existing  buildings:  im- 
provements to  new  premises  prior  to  occupation  are  not  included. 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


Formal 

31.12.63 

1964 

6 

1964 

6 

31.12.64 

Informal 

211 

474 

439 

246 

211 

480 

445 

246 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Clean  Air 


SMOKE  CONTROL  AREAS 

A fourth  smoke  control  area  known  as  “Grove  Hill  and  Cupid 
Green”  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  is  due  to  come  into  operation 
on  the  1st  September,  1965.  A large  part  of  the  944  acres  concerned  is  at 
present  open  fields,  but  residential  development  will  commence  in  the 
very  near  future. 

A fifth  area — Gadebridge— ’ was  surveyed  and  application  for 
approval  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  It  is  hoped  that  confirmation  will 
be  received  in  time  for  operation  to  commence  on  the  1st  September 
1965. 
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The  Council  has  approved  a proposal  to  survey  the  Warners  End 
and  Chaulden  areas  with  the  view  to  making  the  areas  smokeless  zones 
in  1966. 

MEASUREMENT  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

This  was  the  first  complete  year  of  operation  for  all  four  of  the 
Pollution  Measuring  Stations.  These  stations  have  now  been  fitted  with 
8-day  apparatus,  which  needs  attention  once  a week  only. 

MEASURING  STATION  SITES 

No.  1.  Odeon  Cinema,  Marlowes:  In  the  town  centre,  surrounded 
by  mainly  modem  shops  and  commercial  and  administrative  buildings 
with  oil  fired  central  heating. 

Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1964 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

145 

457 

19 

164 

386 

45 

.88 

Feb. 

120 

303 

21 

154 

305 

58 

.78 

March 

65 

192 

21 

112 

294 

42 

.58 

April 

36 

126 

7 

68 

130 

12 

.53 

May 

16 

39 

1 

33 

86 

0 

.48 

June 

18 

48 

3 

40 

84 

12 

.45 

July 

16 

31 

4 

31 

66 

6 

.52 

Aug. 

15 

32 

0 

26 

62 

0 

.58 

Sept. 

29 

88 

0 

50 

149 

19 

.58 

Oct. 

89 

268 

8 

113 

279 

45 

.79 

Nov. 

60 

152 

4 

84 

158 

38 

.71 

Dec. 

79 

240 

8 

141 

301 

32 

.56 

No.  2.  Town  Hall,  High  Street. — In  a North /South  valley  with 
parkland  to  the  West  and  old  residential  and  shop  property  on  rising 
ground  to  the  East. 

Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1964 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  cubic  metre 

Jan. 

122 

402 

9 

103 

317 

0 

1.18 

Feb. 

109 

277 

9 

124 

327 

36 

.88 

March 

68 

211 

13 

109 

325 

30 

.62 

April 

36 

126 

5 

55 

124 

13 

.65 

May 

20 

40 

4 

45 

89 

19 

.44 

June 

14 

43 

1 

44 

89 

20 

.32 

July 

10 

29 

1 

40 

69 

26 

.25 

Aug. 

13 

31 

2 

30 

58 

6 

.43 

Sept. 

24 

71 

4 

48 

130 

19 

.50 

Oct. 

80 

288 

9 

98 

283 

47 

.82 

Nov. 

56 

156 

8 

74 

143 

31 

.76 

Dec. 

72 

252 

4 

113 

272 

27 

.64 
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No.  3.  Adey field:  In  a secondary  modern  school  in  a post-war 
residential  district. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1964 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

144 

486 

25 

173 

455 

40 

.83 

Feb. 

129 

410 

12 

172 

330 

46 

.75 

March 

54 

164 

8 

78 

200 

0 

.69 

April 

32 

125 

7 

35 

153 

0 

.91 

May 

17 

42 

4 

60 

130 

0 

.28 

June 

19 

67 

4 

62 

136 

37 

.31 

July 

15 

36 

4 

53 

107 

25 

.28 

Aug. 

13 

43 

1 

52 

102 

25 

.25 

Sept. 

24 

66 

0 

67 

173 

24 

.36 

Oct. 

97 

320 

0 

148 

325 

25 

.69 

Nov. 

60 

152 

8 

101 

212 

45 

.59 

Dec. 

101 

292 

12 

148 

402 

34 

.68 

No.  4.  Kodak:  Situated  on  the  industrial  estate,  which  is  virtually 
a smoke  control  area. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide 


1964 

SMOKE 

SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

SMOKE 

/so  2 

RATIO 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic 

Metre 

Jan. 

117 

504 

23 

208 

549 

60 

.56 

Feb. 

114 

435 

14 

211 

463 

27 

.55 

March 

43 

168 

6 

108 

258 

14 

.40 

April 

36 

132 

2 

98 

344 

27 

.37 

May 

21 

47 

7 

111 

268 

19 

.19 

June 

16 

37 

2 

129 

260 

65 

.12 

July 

16 

39 

1 

106 

180 

52 

.15 

Aug. 

16 

43 

1 

100 

161 

48 

.16 

Sept. 

33 

81 

11 

64 

104 

21 

.52 

Oct. 

79 

264 

3 

75 

193 

35 

1.05 

Nov. 

60 

184 

4 

85 

248 

34 

.71 

Dec. 

85 

272 

4 

209 

733 

34 

.41 
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HOUSING 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

In  my  last  report,  I stated  that  the  Council  had  adopted  standards 
for  houses  let  in  multiple  occupation.  A few  such  premises  were  found 
in  the  Borough  and  the  owners  were  notified  of  the  improvements 
required.  Subsequently  two  large  houses  were  converted  into  self- 
contained  flats  and  another  was  pulled  down  to  make  way  for  a number 
of  new  houses. 

The  remainder  were  kept  under  observation  and  received  regular 
visits;  four  were  occupied  by  coloured  people  whose  general  standards 
of  living  were  satisfactory,  although  temporary  overcrowding  had  to  be 
dealt  with  at  one  house. 


Unfit:  Houses 

187  houses  were  made  fit  as  a result  of  notices  being  served,  29 
were  demolished  and  the  tenants  of  7 were  re-housed  prior  to  closure 
or  demolition.  The  demolished  properties  included  the  houses  in  the 
Froginore  Crescent  Clearance  Area. 


The  Housing  Manager  remarks: — 

“120  new  houses,  4 flats  and  11  aged  person’s  bungalows  were  built 
during  the  year.  These,  together  with  chance  vacancies  which  occurred, 
made  it  possible  to  house  147  applicants  off  the  waiting  list  and  transfer 
111  existing  tenants  to  more  suitable  accommodation.  In  addition  a 
further  8 tenants  were  re-housed  from  unfit  properties. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Borough  Council  Housing  list 
as  at  31st  December,  1964,  was  853,  and  the  number  of  applicants  on  the 
“Newly-Wed”  list  at  that  date  was  176. 

Of  the  853  applicants  on  the  Borough  Council  waiting  list  at  31st 
December,  1964,  465  were  in  rooms  and  388  were  already  occupying 
separate  accommodation,  but  were  requiring  better  accommodation  for 
various  reasons  (e.g.  overcrowding,  poor  amenities,  etc.).  In  addition  to 
this,  53  applicants  were  on  the  approved  list  awaiting  housing  having 
already  been  selected  through  the  Council’s  points  scheme,  and  3 tenants 
of  unfit  properties  were  also  awaiting  housing. 

The  Borough  Council  and  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  have 
now  combined  their  waiting  lists  to  form  a ‘common  housing  list’,  and 
all  applicants  for  housing  accommodation  are  selected  by  means  of  the 
‘points  scheme’  for  housing  by  either  the  Borough  Council  or  the  Com- 
mission for  the  New  Towns.” 
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During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : — 
(a)  Commenced  only; 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

173 

230 

(b)  Completed: 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

136 

203 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.64  was  as 
follows:— 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.64. 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfield  

178 

Belswains  Estate  ... 

186 

Beechfield  Estate ... 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairway  

40 

Stonelea  Road  

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

834 

Wheelers  Lane 

15 

Wood  Crescent  East 

15 

,,  >>  West 

15 

Cupid  Green  Depot 

2 

Type 


Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 1,  2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  flats,  maisonettes,  Old  People’s 
Bungalows  and  shops. 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom,  parlour 
Permanent  Brick — 3 -bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Permanent  Brick,  3-bedroom 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  hnt  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.64. 


No.  of 
houses 

No. 

No. 

Site 

Type 

comm- 

enced 

com- 

pleted 

Highfield  Scheme  11... 

173 

Various 

173 

— 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hut  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.64, 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Crabtree  Lane 

48 

Highfield  Scheme  14... 

376 

Elephant  Farm  

24 

Fletcher  Way  

J31 

\ 4 

Type 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses:  2-bedroom  flats 
Various 

1 -bedroom  flats 

Flatlets ; 

Bungalows 


Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  at  31st 
December,  1964  


853 


I am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  for  the  follow- 
ing information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town: — 

1 . Housing: 

in  1964  327  new  dwellings  were  completed,  comprising: — 

1 - bedroom  and  bedsitters  144 

2- bedroom  69 

3- bedroom  99 

4- bedroom  15 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  and  occupied  since 
designation: — 11,020,  making  the  New  Town  population  approximately 
37,700. 

The  327  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  were  distributed  as 
follows: — - 
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Adeyfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

The  Alleys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Gadebridge  8 

Leverstock  Green 86 

Warners  End  ...  94 


The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1964 


was  187,  allocated  as  follows: — 

Adeyfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..T  ...  38 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Chaulden  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Warners  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

The  Alleys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


2.  Factories: 

Sixty-one  factories  were  completed  in  the  industrial  area  and  were 
in  operation,  employing  approximately  10,000  people.  Nine  extensions  to 
existing  factories  were  under  construction. 

3.  Service  Industry: 

A total  of  53  firms  were  operating  in  premises  provided  by  the 
Commission. 

4.  Offices: 

A further  10,500  sq.  ft.  of  office  accommodation  was  under  con- 
struction. 

5.  Shops: 

No  addition  to  last  year’s  figures  of:  — 

Town  Centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Neighbourhoods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 


6.  Schools: 

During  the  year  one  school  was  completed  (280  places),  and  one 
school  (560  places)  was  under  construction. 

7.  General  Notes: 

Two  public  houses  and  one  community  building  extension  were 
completed  during  the  year. 

The  new  Hemel  Hempstead  passenger  railway  station  was  com- 
pleted and  opened  in  August,  1964  and  the  main  line  electrification 
scheme,  between  Watford  and  Tring  completed. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Complaints 

82  complaints  were  received  and  37  of  these  related  to  foreign 
matter  in  foodstuffs. 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1964  was: — 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade — not  included  above)  ...  30 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  71 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  ...  ...  ...  48 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above)  ...  ...  12 

r'afpc 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc 46 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ...  267 


School  Milk 

As  from  the  beginning  of  the  autumn  term  all  school  milk  was 
delivered  in  cartons.  This  will  eliminate  complaints  of  foreign  matter, 
including  glass  splinters,  in  bottles  and  save  the  Dairy  considerable  work 
in  the  collection  and  washing  of  dirty  bottles. 

To  assist  with  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  empty  cartons  the 
Dairy  concerned  have  agreed  to  collect  them. 


Shops 

Food  shops  are  seldom  built  with  sufficient  storage  accommodation 
and  before  long  the  stores  become  overcrowded.  Odd  sheds  are  put  up 
in  the  yards  at  the  rear,  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  and  staff  have 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  their  work.  Reference  is  constantly  made  to 
this  problem  when  plans  are  submitted. 

At  Bennettsgate  the  problem  has  been  acute  for  some  years  and  a 
scheme  to  increase  the  sizes  of  stores  and  provide  space  for  empties  and 
large  refuse  bins  was  commenced.  This  should  considerably  improve  the 
general  conditions  in  these  shops. 
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Food  Hygiene  Education 


Commencing  in  the  Spring  Term  and  continuing  through  both 
Summer  and  Autumn  Terms,  the  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education 
co-operated  in  organising  Food  Hygiene  Courses.  These  follow  the 
syllabus  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  and  consist 
of  ten  lectures  each.  Evening  and  afternoon  courses  are  arranged  and 
there  has  been  a good  response.  Over  100  proprietors  and  employees 
attended  the  lectures  and  72  sat  for  the  Institute’s  examination. 

Quite  a number  of  students  came  from  outside  the  Borough  which 
suggests  there  is  a need  for  more  of  these  courses  in  other  Local 
Authority  areas. 


Samples  Taken 

Bacteriological  Examination 


(a)  Milk 


Designated  Milk — 

Obtained  from 

Others 

Vending  Machines 

Counter  Dispensers 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

7 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Sterilised 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Ice  Cream 


Taken 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grades  III /IV 

22 

13 

3 

6 

Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  attached  to  a butcher’s 
shop.  This  slaughterhouse  complies  with  statutory  standards  and  is 
suitable  for  a limited  amount  of  slaughtering,  excluding  cattle.  No 
slaughtering  was  carried  out  during  1964. 


Foodstuffs  found  to  he  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were: — 
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Carcase  meat  and  offal 

Fish  

Tinned  Meat 

Flour  

Tins,  jars  and  packets 
Frozen  food  packets 


1,931  lbs. 
317  lbs. 

428  lbs. 
140  lbs. 
572 
1,863 


Food  aei  Dregs  Sampling 

83  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst;  11  were 
formal  samples.  3 samples  were  incorrectly  labelled  and  one  sample  of 
sausage  meat  was  deficient  in  meat  content.  These  matters  were  taken 
up  with  the  manufacturers. 

A sample  of  chicken  noodle  soup  was  reported  to  have  a low  meat 
content,  but  it  is  understood  that  a Code  of  Practice  for  Chicken  Soups 
is  in  course  of  preparation. 


Prosecutions 

At  the  end  of  1963,  smoked  cod  fillets  delivered  to  St.  Paul’s 
Hospital  were  found  to  contain  little  more  than  half  the  normal  water 
content,  were  dry,  leathery  and  too  tough  to  eat.  In  January  1964,  421bs. 
of  frozen  smoked  cod  fillets  were  found  to  be  unsound. 

The  two  cases  were  heard  and  the  suppliers  of  the  fish,  a London 
firm,  were  fined  £25  on  each  count  and  paid  a total  of  £196  costs.  The 
firm  claimed  a warranty  in  respect  of  the  fish  which  was  supplied  to  them 
by  a London  Wholesaler  and  their  suppliers  in  turn  claimed  a warranty 
against  the  Grimsby  firm  who  boxed  the  fish.  These  claims  were  dis- 
allowed by  the  Court. 

Complaint  was  made  of  a matchstick  found  in  a loaf  and  the 
Council  decided  to  prosecute.  The  case  had  not  been  heard  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

18 

1 

Nil 

Measles  

430 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  

3 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

.1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

3 

3 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

18 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Typhoid  Fever 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

____ 

4 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  2 years  

— 

— 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i . a 



1 

2 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

2 

2 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4-5  „ 

— 

3 

66 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 — 10  „ 

4 

6 

149 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10—15  „ 

3 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

10 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

25—45  „ 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45—65  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — ■ 

— 

Age  unknown  

7 

Total  Cases 

Notified  

10 

18 

430 

3 

1 

I 

1 

3 

18 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

iN  on-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1964  

267 

219 

14 

29 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

11 

10 

. 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers- in,  etc.)  

8 

9 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year  : 

29 

30 

3 

5 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

257 

208 

11 

25 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N on- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — 1 years  ... 

~ 

, 

_____ 

_____ 



m 

- 

1 — 5 years  ... 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

- — 

35 — 45  years  ... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

~ 

~ 

T otals  

11 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,231  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperfield,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great 
Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1964 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1964  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1964/65 

• • • 

13,950 

4.440 

£514,458 

£2,175 

2.  Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male 

Legitimate  97 

Illegitimate  4 

Female 

117 

8 

Total 

214 

12 

Total  ...  101 

125 

226 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.2. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  16.8. 

still  births: 

Male 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  — 

Female 

4 

Total 

6 

Total  ...  2 

4 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births)  : 25.9. 

DEATHS : 

Males  58;  Females  79 137 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.4 

Death  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE! 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  2 2 4 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE! 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  17.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  18.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38.5 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
Cancer 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 
Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System) 


3.08 
2.15 

1.51 

1.08 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1964  was 
13,950  as  compared  with  13,810  at  mid- 1 963.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  89  compared  with 
1 15  for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are 
1.04  and  1.06  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity 
indicates  that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution the  standard  population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  226  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of 
eighteen  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  18.4  for  the  previous  year  and  18.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  six  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  three  for  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  25.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  12.1  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  137,  an 
increase  of  eight  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  9.9  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  11.3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  17.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  20.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  ... 
35 — 45  years  . . . 
45 — 55  years  . . . 
55 — 65  years  . . . 
65 — 75  years  . . . 
75  years  and  over 


2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

12 

12 

24 

17 

14 

31 

22 

47 

69 

ALL  CAUSES...  58  79  137 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1964 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— ■ 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— ■ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— ■ 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— ■ 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

. 

, 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

2 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

11 

1 

12 

12, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

9 

2 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleuksemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

L 

19 

21 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

13 

10 

23 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

3 

11 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

1 

4 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— ■ 

23. 

Pneumonia  

3 

3 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis  

1 

3 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

2 

3 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

3 

30, 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

~ 

_____ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

5 

16 

21 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

58 

79 

137 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1964 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

CO 

0^ 

£ 

CN 

1 

H 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

i 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

i 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haem- 
orrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| — 

1 

— 

— 

•t 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

4 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  samples  taken  during  1964: — 

Public  2 ) All  were 

Private 7 ) satisfactory. 

The  main  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  following 
Authorities:— 

Southern  Parishes  and  Potten  End  — Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Northern  Parishes — Luton  Water  Company. 

There  are  still  a few  premises  with  private  supplies,  particularly 
seven  bungalows  in  Rucklers  Lane,  Kings  Langley,  several  premises  at 
Water  End,  a few  farms  in  the  Northern  Parishes  and  cottages  at 
Markyate,  one  of  which  is  dependent  on  rain  water. 

All  main  water  in  the  district  is  of  excellent  bacterial  quality  and 
no  restrictions  were  imposed  during  the  year.  The  supply  of  the  Luton 
Water  Company  has  0.19  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present  and  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  supply  has  not  more  than  0.05 
parts  per  million. 

The  continued  nuisance  of  a small  cafe  with  insufficient  supply  from 
a shallow  well  came  before  the  Council.  The  cafe  was  eventually  sold 
and  it  is  proposed  by  the  new  owner  to  provide  a main  supply. 
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Rainfall 


The  rainfall  for  1964  was  21.22  inches  (1963 — 26.84).  The  official 
average  is  28.6  inches.  The  amount  was  deficient  and  the  level  of  water 
in  deep  wells  fell. 


Standpipe  Supplies 


The  only  house  known  to  have  a standpipe  supply  is  in  Chipperfield. 
It  is  still  usual  for  caravans  to  be  supplied  by  water  from  a standpipe. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
Caravans  have  been  excluded: — 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

2,980 

953 

2,980 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead  

1,235 

432 

1,235 

Nil 

Nil 

Flaunden  

215 

69 

215 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,015 

383 

1,015 

Nil 

Nil 

Kings  Langley  

4,400 

1,654 

4,400 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  . . 

1,590 

563 

1,588 

1 

2 

Markyate  

2,350 

840 

2,350 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated. 


Swimming  Baths 


There  is  a swimming  bath,  complete  with  chlorination  plant,  at 
Bovingdon  County  Primary  School.  All  water  samples  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Drainage 

All  the  major  villages  are  now  sewered  with  the  exception  of 
Chipperfield  and  the  adjoining  portion  of  Kings  Langley.  The  continued 
delay  in  the  Chipperfield  drainage  scheme  has  caused  difficulties.  During 
the  year  the  decision  was  taken  to  drain  Chipperfield  in  two  directions: 
the  smaller  portion  on  the  south  side  of  the  parish  towards  Belsize  and 
Sarratt  in  the  Watford  Rural  District  Council  area,  and  the  larger  area 
on  the  north  side  towards  Kings  Langley. 

During  the  year  the  sewage  works  at  Markyate  were  enlarged  to 
take  sewage  from  the  Luton  Rural  District  Council  area.  The  main  sewer 
in  Markyate,  long  known  to  be  defective,  was  reconstructed.  The  works 
continue  to  cause  nuisance  because  of  difficulties  in  sludge  digestion 
which  gives  rise  to  objectionable  odours.  This  problem  was  being  tackled 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Cessp©@l  Emptying 

The  Council  raised  the  number  of  free  services  per  annum  from  one 
to  two.  This  increase  had  only  a small  effect  on  the  volume  of  work. 
The  number  of  loads  removed  was  3,727  (3,573  in  the  year  before).  Two 
vehicles  were  employed.  The  service  caused  no  trouble.  A considerable 
use  of  the  equipment  is  made  to  maintain  small  sewerage  works  which 
are  dotted  about  the  district. 

There  will  always  be  some  cesspools  in  the  district  requiring  to  be 
emptied. 

It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  free  services  to  four  per 
annum  in  1965,  which  will  increase  the  amount  of  work  considerably 
until  such  time  as  Chipperfield  is  sewered. 


E*C.  Collection 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a survey  showed  that  101  premises  had  pail 
closet  collection.  19  of  these  were  emptied  twice  a week  (previous  year 
154,  of  which  35  were  emptied  twice  a week).  In  1956  there  were  about 
800  pail  closets  in  the  district. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  only  premises  with  earth  closets  were 
situated  in  the  centre  of  Chipperfield;  Bryfield  Cottages  and  Skinners 
Cottages,  Bovingdon;  Water  End  and  Chequers  End  in  the  parish  of 
Great  Gaddesden;  four  houses  in  Markyate  and  one  in  Flamstead  still 
had  pails  (not  emptied  by  the  Council)  but  these  were  being  dealt  with. 

The  service  will  soon  resolve  itself  into  emptying  about  20  pails 
in  Water  End. 


Refuse  Disposal 

There  was  still  a certain  amount  of  trouble  from  flies  arising  from 
the  controlled  tip  at  Nash  Mills  and  affecting  a local  public  house.  The 
tip  was  carefully  controlled  to  the  maximum  extent  possible  with  the 
labour  available.  Due  to  the  near  completion  of  the  tip  and  the  annual 
trouble  with  adjoining  premises  it  was  decided  during  the  year  to  make 
arrangements  for  summer  tipping  in  future  to  take  place  at  a large  public 
tip  at  Moor  Mill,  Radlett. 

The  speed  with  which  the  Nash  Mills  tip  has  become  full  seems  to 
have  accelerated  recently;  possibly  the  volume  of  refuse  per  house  has 
increased. 

Refose  Collection 

The  weekly  collection  with  a bonus  scheme  worked  well  during  the 
year.  Primarily  to  cope  with  increased  use  of  vehicles  employed  on  this 
service,  a modern  vehicle  maintenance  depot  was  constructed  at  Nash 
Mills  Lane.  This  facility  served  all  departments  of  the  Council.  It  is 
controlled  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 


36 


Indiscriminate  Dumping 

This  nuisance  continues.  The  green  lanes,  highway  verges  and  woods 
of  the  rural  district  supply  sites  for  the  irresponsible  disposal  of  all  kinds 
of  rubbish.  The  rubbish  in  the  year  included  an  industrial  refrigerator, 
numerous  cars,  one  lorry  and  every  description  of  household  goods. 

A large  number  of  derelict  cars  on  Council  car  parks  and  highways 
had  to  be  dealt  with.  So  serious  has  this  nuisance  become  that  a monthly 
survey  of  all  car  parks  has  been  instituted  and  the  cars  brought  in. 


Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act,  1936 

One  important  section  of  the  Act  deals  with  the  control  of  refuse 
tips  where  refuse  is  brought  from  out  of  the  County  into  Hertfordshire. 
Although  no  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  courts  during  the  year,  one 
tip  was  the  subject  of  many  inspections  and  representations.  The  proxim- 
ity of  the  rural  portion  of  the  district  to  manufacturing  centres  such  as 
Luton  is  likely  to  lead  to  problems  involving  the  disposal  of  industrial 
waste.  The  mechanism  of  the  disposal  is  usually  for  the  firm  producing 
the  waste  to  contract  the  disposal  to  another  firm.  The  second  firm 
dumps  the  material  in  whatever  hole  can  be  found  and  the  firm  originat- 
ing the  problem  does  not  appear  in  any  proceedings. 


Nuisances  on  Farms 

On  several  occasions  during  the  year  the  question  of  nuisance 
arising  from  quasi-farm  operations  occurred.  This  prefix  ‘quasi’  is  used 
in  the  sense  that  intensive  farming  practice  now  produces  large  quantities 
of  offensive  manurial  ‘waste’  the  disposal  of  which  causes  trouble.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  with  chickens  kept  on  the  battery  system  for  egg 
producing,  and  also  arises  from  modern  methods  of  broiler  rearing  and 
cows  kept  for  milk  production. 

Generally  speaking  the  number  of  milch  cows  kept  in  the  district 
has  decreased  over  recent  years.  Were  it  not  for  this  fact  the  nuisance 
arising  from  farm  drainage  would  have  undoubtedly  been  greater. 

The  distribution  of  chicken  manure  on  fields  in  close  proximity  to 
dwellings  can  cause  a very  serious  offence.  lust  as  bad  can  be  the 
practice  of  mixing  this  material  with  water  and  spraying  it  on  the  land, 
either  by  tanker  or  by  a rain  gun.  The  manurial  output  of  ten  normal 
hens  is  equivalent  to  one  human  being,  and  when  it  is  realised  that  in 
one  establishment  alone  in  the  district  there  are  over  50,000  hens,  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  can  be  judged. 

The  country  resident  might  be  expected  to  tolerate  a certain  degree 
of  farm  smells,  even  the  occasional  dressing  with  gas  work’s  liquor,  but 
some  application  of  poultry  manure  can  be  unreasonable. 

During  the  year  no  statutory  action  was  necessary  to  deal  with  this 
kind  of  nuisance  and  it  has  been  possible  to  keep  control  by  persuasion. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


The  number  of  complaints  received  for  rat  and  mice  infestations 
rose  again  to  102,  an  increase  of  11  over  the  previous  year.  The  number 
of  annual  contracts  for  rodent  control  was  44,  which  yielded  an  income 
of  £310. 

Requests  for  wasp  and  bee  control  were  again  small. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  (Local  Authorities  

4 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

58 

19 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

6 

5 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

68 

29 

— 

— ■ 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 

Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  IV 1 

Infectious  Diseases  2 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Drainage  121 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Public  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Schools  31 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

Petroleum  Storage  35 

food  premises: 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses  175 

Other  food  premises  198 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 

31.12.63  1964  1964  31.12.64 

Formal  — 5 3 2 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  18  85  52  51 

Total  ...  13  90  55  53 

The  large  increases  in  the  number  of  informal  notices  and  the 
number  still  outstanding  reflects  the  increased  work  done  in  respect  of 
food  premises. 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Dustbins  103 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors  ...  4 

Dangerous  structures  8 

Houses  with  defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pail  closets  2 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  23 
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Boarding  Kennels  and  Pel  SIiops 

Five  boarding  kennels  and  two  pet  shops  are  registered;  one  applica- 
tion for  a boarding  kennel  was  refused. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Aets  1928  and  1936 
46  premises  are  licensed  for  storage  purposes. 


Shops,  Offices  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

It  was  found  possible  to  persuade  all  occupiers  of  shops  and  offices 
liable  for  registration  to  do  this.  There  are  few  districts  which  can  claim 
such  a success.  No  formal  inspections  have  as  yet  been  carried  out  under 
this  Act.  The  Act  does  not  appear  to  have  very  great  significance  in  your 
district. 

Many  premises  in  this  district  claim  exemption  from  the  Act  on  the 
grounds  of  being  family  businesses. 

Details  of  Registration 


Offices 

43 

Retail  shops  

71 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

5 

Catering  Establishments  ... 

16 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 

Number  of  Persons  employed:  — 

Offices  

125 

Retail  shops 

174 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

11 

Catering  Establishments 

78 

Canteens  

2 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

• { 188  males; 

400  {212  females 


HOUSING 

The  Council’s  policy  of  improving  old  type  Council  houses  was  con- 
tinued and  during  the  year  41  premises  belonging  to  the  Council  were 
improved. 

Little  constructive  housing  work  was  done  by  the  Public  Health 
Department.  I have  previously  referred  to  the  complex  situation  in 
respect  of  demolition  or  threatened  demolition  in  the  Green  Belt  area. 

During  the  year  two  demolition  orders  were  made  and  one  house 
demolished  in  default  of  the  owner.  The  other  order  referred  to  property 
constructed  in  defiance  of  the  Council’s  instructions  and  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  byelaws. 
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A fair  amount  of  reconditioning  is  still  taking  place  in  respect  to 
properties  formally  made  the  subject  of  orders  and  which  in  fact  were 
left  standing.  Some  very  high  prices  have  been  paid  for  such  property 
and  the  consequent  repairs  and  reconditioning  have  in  some  cases  cost 
several  thousand  pounds.  Reconditioning  of  old  cottages,  even  with  the 
aid  of  a grant,  is  a rich  man’s  pursuit. 

There  are  still  properties  in  Markyate  subject  to  orders  which  stand 
derelict  and  continue  to  cause  nuisance.  The  cost  of  actual  demolition 
and  making  good  would  be  very  great.  There  are  a large  number  of 
occupied  properties  in  Markyate  still  in  a rather  poor  condition. 

Throughout  the  district  there  are  still  a few  cottages  let  at  very  low 
rents  of  the  order  of  6/-d.  per  week.  Such  rents  give  owners  no  return, 
and  the  cottages  are  almost  invariably  occupied  by  elderly  persons. 
When  these  persons  die  or  leave,  the  cottages  are  usually  sold  at  high 
prices  and  reconditioned.  These  low  rents  prevent  the  repair  sections  of 
the  Housing  Act  being  used,  and  make  it  easy  for  owners  to  obtain 
demolition  orders,  which  they  welcome  so  that  the  tenants  can  be  re- 
housed by  the  local  authority  and  the  cottage  sold. 

During  the  year  9 Standard  Grants  were  paid  and  13  Discretionary 
Grants. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — - 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

29 

3 -bedroom  houses  (17); 
I-bedroom  flats  (12) 

80 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

38 

3-bedroom  houses  (14) ; 

30 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  (12) ; 

1 -bedroom  flats  (12) 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.64  was 
as  follows: — 
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(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.64. 


Site 

Numbe 

house 

Markyate : 

Buckwood  Road  

45 

Buckwood  Road  

23 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Home  Farm  Estate 

118 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Edmund  Estate 

86 

Waterside 

23 

Flamstead  

56 

Chipperfield  : 

Nunfield  

36 

Croft  Estate  

44 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows  

129 

Old  Dean  

36 

Bovingdon  

30 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  

12 

Great  Gaddesden  

32 

Flaunden  

6 

Type 


Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary  (11), 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  (12) 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1 -bed- 
room flats 

Brick,  2 and  3 -bedroom  houses;  1- 
bedroom  flats 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour(12) 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 
Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 
Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1-bedroom  flats 
3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 
3-bedroom  houses(3);  1-bedroom 
flats(2Q) 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 
ber, 3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 
Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room flats 
2 and  3-bedroom 


Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

2- bedroom  flats 

3- bedroom,  non-parlour 


Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 


(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  hut  not  com- 
pleted at  31.12.64. 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Chipperfield 

Croft  End  Road 

9 

3-bedroom  houses 

9 

3 

Bovingdon 

Vicarage  Lane  

12 

1-bedroom  flats 

12 

— 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.64. 


Proposed 

Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Bovingdon  

25 

3-bedroom  houses  (20); 

Old  persons  bungalows  (5) 

Kings  Langley 

Edmund  Estate  

52 

3-bedroom  houses  and 

2-bedroom  flats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1964  ...  163 


Caravans 

The  number  of  licensed  caravans  remained  unchanged  at  96.  A few 
single  caravans  were  permitted  for  a limited  period  under  the  Town 
Planning  Act,  mostly  in  respect  to  owners  of  building  sites  until  such 
times  as  their  property  was  constructed. 

During  the  year  an  appeal  was  heard  by  the  local  magistrates  in 
respect  to  the  refusal  of  the  Council  to  permit  an  increase  from  24  to 
80  caravans  at  Stagg  Farm,  Bovingdon.  This  case  caused  a considerable 
amount  of  work  necessitating  a great  deal  of  research  and  extensive 
surveys. 

Although  the  local  court  rejected  the  appeal,  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  end  of  the  matter  has  not  been  reached. 

Reference  should  be  made  to  difficulties  experienced  from  diddicoys, 
car  breakers  and  so-called  showmen.  It  is  very  difficult  to  prosecute 
diddicoys  or  similar  travellers.  So-called  showmen  adopt  belligerent  and 
unpleasant  tactics,  but  move  on  after  a while.  The  land  adjoining  the 
A. 5 trunk  road  near  to  its  junction  to  the  motorway  was,  and  probably 
always  will  be,  a source  of  trouble  in  respect  of  unlicensed  caravans. 

No  trouble  was  experienced  from  properly  authorised  caravans, 
other  than  requests  for  re-housing.  Few  people  tolerate  caravan  living  for 
very  long. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  year  a complete  survey  was  carried  out  of  all  the  food 
premises  in  the  rural  district.  The  survey  revealed  that  there  were  in 
the  district: — 
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3 Private  schools  serving  meals 

10  Council  schools  serving  meals 

5 Hotels  and  similar  establishments 

7 Public  houses  with  restaurants 

6 Transport  cafes 

9 Butchers  shops 

4 Bakehouses 

4 Fish  shops;  2 v/et  fish,  2 frying 

32  Public  houses  in  addition  to  above 

1 Industrial  canteen 

46  Shops  and  miscellaneous  premises  dealing  with  food 

48  Premises  sold  ice  cream 

Backed  by  public  opinion  considerable  steps  were  taken  to  obtain 
improvement  generally  in  the  district  in  the  handling  of  food.  The 
public  transport  system  in  the  area  was  considered'  the  basic  factor 
preventing  more  support  for  classes  in  Food  Hygiene  organised  by  the 
Borough  Council,  but  another  factor  was  the  virtual  absence  of  very 
large  establishments,  shops  and  industrial  canteens  in  the  rural  district. 

It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  general  improvement  of  sanitary 
conditions  in  the  district,  including  the  abolition  of  cesspools,  pail  closets, 
private  water  supplies  and  refuse  tips,  it  will  be  possible  to  devote  more 
time  to  supervision  of  food  premises  in  the  future. 

Hitherto  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  great  improvements  without 
resorting  to  court  action,  and  it  is  hoped  to  continue  thus  wise.  It  is 
anticipated  that  food  traders  will  realise  that  food  hygiene  is  good 
business. 

Many  of  the  food  premises  in  the  rural  district  are  small  and  run 
as  family  businesses.  Most  of  the  premises  are  small  and  not  altogether 
suitable  for  present  day  requirements.  On  the  other  hand,  most  villages 
can  show  some  modernised  and  attractive  shops  which  are  well  managed 
and  pleasant  to  inspect.  Shopkeepers  at  these  premises  say  that  it  is 
necessary  to  deal  with  many  other  items  than  food  to  provide  a reason- 
able return. 

The  contrast  between  the  villages  and  the  completely  rebuilt  shop- 
ping centre  of  the  New  Town  is  great,  but  the  smaller  village  shop  still 
has  an  important  part  to  play. 

Slaughterhouses 

Meat  inspection  to  some  extent  determines  the  pattern  of  work  of 
the  Health  Department  for  it  must  be  done  at  fixed  times  on  fixed  days. 
The  other  work  of  the  department,  therefore,  has  to  be  so  arranged  as 
not  to  conflict  with  the  work  of  meat  inspection. 

The  introduction  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963  increased 
the  amount  of  work  required.  The  throughput  of  animals  increased  and 
appears  to  be  still  increasing  making  the  strict  compliance  with  the 
Regulations  difficult,  if  not  impossible  at  times.  The  work  is  covered  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  Hemet  Hempstead  Borough  Council 
during  my  absence. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  one  which  has  been 
completely  modernised  and  in  which  the  amount  of  slaughtering  is 
continually  increasing  and  the  other  which  is  small  and  has  limited 
slaughtering  facilities. 
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Number  of  animals  slaughtered 


Years 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

1964 

236 

7 

997 

786 

2,420 

1963 

210 

13 

359 

863 

1,618 

1962 

45 

6 

2 

340 

655 

1961 

1 

— 

— 

— 

621 

1960 

1 

— 

1 

530 

1959 

15 

— 

2 

57 

6% 

1958 

94 

— 

1 

140 

686 

1957 

74 

18 

393 

341 

454 

1956 

39 

37 

661 

193 

386 

1955 

3 

14 

393 

217 

51 

1954 

5 

1 

11 

13 

For  the  purposes  of  grant,  the  Ministry  of  Health  assess  a sheep 
as  one  unit,  calves  and  pigs  each  one-and-a-half  units  and  cattle  five 
units:— 


Throughput  in  1963  was  4,924 

Throughput  in  1964  was  7,126 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1964: — - 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  

236 

7 

997 

786 

2,420 

— 

Number  inspected  

236 

7 

997 

786 

2,420 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

5 

1 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

54 

1 

2 

6 

4 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

21 

14.3 

0.7 

0.9 

0.3 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

, 

. 

2 

13 

. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

0.4 

— 

0.1 

0.3 

0.2 

• — 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Foodstuffs  found  Unfit:  for  Homan  Consumption 


One  loaf  was  submitted  from  a Borough  baker  and  was  found  to 
have  mouse  dirt  baked  in  the  bread.  Two  complaints  of  dirty  milk  bottles 
were  received  and  carefully  investigated. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — - 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

114 

Nil 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Typhoid  Fever  j 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

2 

1 — 2 years  

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

• — 

1 

13 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

— 

1 

16 

— 

— 

4—5  „ 

— 

1 

15 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

1 

1 

53 

— 

• — 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25—45  „ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

1 

Total  Cases  notified  

1 

4 

114 

1 

1 

46 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — - 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1964  

44 

29 

7 

10 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year  

4 

2 

l 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

41 

29 

7 

12 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

. 

z 

z 

- 



45—55 

— 

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  RERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,982  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1964  ...  14,640 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December  1964  4,495 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964  £715,213 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1964-65  £2,850 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

132 

• ••  •••  ? • • •••  JL  J 

120 

252 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

Total  ...  138 

125 

263 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

17.9. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  18.4. 

still  births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

• « • • • • •••  ^ 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Total  ...  2 

, 

2 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  7.5. 


DEATHS  I 

Males  60,  Females  76  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  


136 

9.3 

10.1 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE! 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  — 1 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  — 1 1 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  I 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


3.8 

4.0 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.5 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM! 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  3.28 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.25 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.24 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.70 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  (excluding  T.B.,  but  includ- 
ing Syphilis  and  other  V.D 0.07 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid- 1964 
was  14.640  as  compared  with  13,990  at  mid-1963.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  127. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.03  and  1.09  respectively.  The  close  approxi- 
mation of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of  your 
district  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 

The  slightly  higher  comparability  factor  for  births  does,  however, 
indicate  an  increase  in  the  numbers  in  the  lower  age  groups. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  263  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
fourteen  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  18.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  18.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.4  for  England  and 

Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  two  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  7.5  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  4.0  in  the  previous  year  and  16.3  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  136  (60  males, 
76  females),  a decrease  of  one  on  the  total  for  the  year  1963. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  10.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.3  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principle  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
liesons  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  3.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  20.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  la  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 

Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years 

...  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

1 5—25  years 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

4 

1 

5 

35 — 45  years 

— 

1 

1 

45 — 55  years 

6 

5 

11 

55 — 65  years 

15 

10 

25 

65—75  years 

20 

15 

35 

75  years  and  over 

15 

43 

58 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  60 

76 

136 
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Causes  of  Death  In  1964 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

- — - 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

■ — 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

6 

__ 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

10 

6 

16 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

19 

25 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

11 

9 

20 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

4 

2 

6 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

7 

12 

19 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

2 

3 

22. 

Influenza  

— • 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

3 

5 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  

8 

2 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 



— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

6 

7 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— • 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide  



1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

60 

76 

' 

136 
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Infant  Mortality  In  1964 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing 
370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000  gallons.  The  average  daily  water 
consumption  was  approximately  52.48  gallons  per  head. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore,  no  action  has  been  necessary  for 
plumbo-solvent  contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does 
not  exceed  0.05  p.p.rn.  (F). 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are 
taken  from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted 
monthly  by  this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Councifls  swimming  bath  obtain 
water  from  boreholes. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

15,324 

4,616 

15,324 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1964 


Description  of 
Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths: 

16 

14 

2 

■ 

~ 

““ “ 

Main  Water: 

Total  Hardness  240p.p.m, 

Swimming  Balks 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Baths  With  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  extensive 
alterations,  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £25,000,  have  been  made  to  the 
Council’s  Open  Air  Swimming  Bath.  The  pool  has  been  lengthened  by 
20ft.  to  110ft.  and  widened  by  10ft.  to  42ft.  The  depth  at  the  deep  end 
is  9ft.  104ins.,  and  the  capacity  has  been  increased  from  80,000  gallons 
to  147,000  gallons.  New  permanent  changing  accommodation  in  two 
separate  blocks  with  individual  cubicles  and  lockers  has  been  provided. 
Access  to  the  swimming  bath  is  gained  through  a foot  bath.  New  toilet 
facilities  and  a car  park  have  also  been  provided. 

The  filtration  system  has  been  increased  by  the  installation  of  an 
additional  8ft.  diameter  sand  filter.  Marginal  chlorination  will  still  be 
used  and  the  water  obtained  from  the  existing  borehole. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  bath  will  be  opened  in  May,  1965. 

2.  Ashlyns  School  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  1934,  owned 
and  managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by  the  staff 
and  pupils  of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  six  times 
every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand 
pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal  chlorina- 
tion is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  added  for  pH  adjustment. 
The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 
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3.  Berkhamsted  School  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1890,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 
Seven  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  con- 
structed in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff 
and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
prior  to  the  summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals 
and  soda  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Two  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Purification  of  sev/age  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Four 
samples  of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  all  complied  with  the 
recommended  standards. 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers,  but 
there  are  approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are 
emptied  when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of 
emptying  is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 
Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied  on 
trade  premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected. 
Accumulations  and  lumber  are  collected  from  private  dwelling  houses 
for  a set  charge  of  ten  shillings. 

Despite  the  continuance  of  the  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  difficulty  is 
experienced  from  time  to  time  in  maintaining  a full  staff  of  collectors, 
viz.,  two  loader  drivers  and  ten  collectors. 

Sickness  in  the  winter  months  without  a reserve  labour  pool,  the 
attraction  of  more  lucrative  employment  in  the  building  trade  in  the 
summer  months,  the  built-in  resistance  of  employment  as  a “dustman” 
where  reasonably  alternative  forms  of  employment  are  readily  available 
and  reluctance  to  work  overtime,  all  contribute  to  the  Council’s  concern 
in  not  being  able  to  offer,  at  all  times,  a collection  within  the  five  day 
week  cycle. 
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As  a further  measure  to  overcome  this  difficulty  a new  Shelvoke  and 
Drewry  Continuous  Loader  has  been  ordered  for  delivery  in  1965. 

There  is  a pilot  scheme  for  Paper  Sack  Refuse  collection  in  100 
council  houses.  The  original  scheme  has  been  amended  to  provide  sacks 
of  a larger  capacity. 

Two  Dennis  Paxit  II  vehicles  are  used  for  refuse  collection  and  a 
Karrier  Dual  Tip  is  kept  in  reserve. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Two  men  are 
employed  and  a Bristol  Duplex  Tractor  is  used  to  assist  compaction  and 
control. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  District, 
free  tipping  facilities  are  available. 

In  co-operaton  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment, arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  tip  for  the  disposal  of  a small 
quantity  of  radio-active  waste. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

51 

78 

8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

11 

61 

2 

— 

TOTAL  

64 

143 

10 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  ELM. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outworkers: 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Improvement  Grants  104 

Overcrowding  1 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  supplies  and  sampling  visits  31 

Drainage  and  sewarage 352 

Cesspools  56 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites  ...  ...  ...  143 

Offices  and  Shops  Act  80 

Offices  and  Shops  Act,  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Interviews  ...  205 

Pests  Act  — rats  and  mice  465 

Wasps’  nests  destroyed 22 

Accumulation  of  refuse  28 

Refuse  collection  127 

Paper  sack  enquiries  26 

Refuse  disposal 116 

Swimming  baths  24 

Glis-Glis  infestation  2 

Noise  abatement  3 

Moveable  dwellings  13 

Insect  pests  17 

Clean  Air  Act  4 

Smoke  observations  19 

Sanitary  accommodation  12 

Cinema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pond  20 

Water  courses  4 
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River  pollution  2 

Removal  of  human  remains  4 

Attendances  at  Court  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

National  Assistance  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pet  Animals  Act  2 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Farms  4 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  76 

Bakehouses  51 

Restaurants  53 

Confectioners  27 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Grocers  73 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  20 

Greengrocers  12 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

School  kitchens  18 

Mobile  food  vans  , 6 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  8 

Food  inspection  visits  21 

Watercress  beds  6 

Corned-Beef  and  Tongue  enquiries 

(Aberdeen  Typhoid  outbreak)  306 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 
Informal 

Formal  

31.12.63 

8 

2 

1964 

44 

2 

1964 

48 

4 

31.12.64 

4 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal  

3 

12 

14 

1 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT 

Informal  1 — 

1 

— 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Informal  

1 

— 

1 

— 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT 

Informal  — 

6 

6 

Neisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Food  Premises  ...  14 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared 
with  Tring  U.D.C.  and  Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 
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During  the  year  317  infestations  of  brown  rats,  12  of  house  mice, 
and  four  of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations.  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base 
was  used  for  poisoning. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  only  is  registered  and  Statutory  conditions  are  observed. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  two  farms  within  the  district  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
Both  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

Common  Lodging  Mooses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  majority  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  August  1964  and  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  was  appointed 
the  Council’s  authorised  officer. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with 
the  Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December, 
1964: — 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 

Offices  ... 

55 

927 

Retail  Shops 

117 

591 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  ... 

1 

2 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public 

15 

72 

Canteens 

3 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

1 

7 

Crown  and  Local  Authority  premises  are  registered  with  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  a further  104  premises  are  excluded  from 

registration. 

No  applications  were  received  from  occupiers  of  registered  premises 
for  exemption  of  certain  provisions. 

The  Central  Government  publicity  proved  to  be  ineffective.  Over 
300  letters  were  sent  and  50  visits  made. 

Although  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  is  to  be  supplemented 
by  a Trainee  Inspector  it  will  be  a considerable  time  before  a 100% 
annual  inspection  is  achieved. 


60 


National  Assistance,  1948 


An  application  under  Section  47  was  made  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  a Magistrate’s  Order  for  the  removal  of  an  elderly  person 
to  a Welfare  Home  and  was  granted.  The  person  was  duly  removed 
and  subsequently  remained  in  the  same  Home  as  a voluntary  patient. 
The  contents  of  the  house  were  removed  and  destroyed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  84  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  A Closing  Order 
was  made  on  the  house  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

(1)  1-7  High  Street 

Four  houses  in  a confirmed  clearance  order  were  demolished  by  the 
Council  in  default. 

(2)  3-4  Seymour  Road 

Two  unfit  houses,  acquired  by  the  Council,  were  demolished. 

(3)  Due  to  lack  of  Council  houses  it  was  not  possible  to  proceed  with 
any  further  Slum  Clearance  activity.  There  are  125  houses  still 
to  be  dealt  with  and  the  occupiers  of  four  houses  still  remain  to  be 
rehoused  in  a Clearance  Order  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
in  November,  1962. 

(4)  One  individual  unfit  house  was  closed. 

Standard  Improvement  Grants 

23  applications  have  been  received,  3 were  withdrawn,  20  were 
approved  and  15  grants  have  been  paid. 

The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  B.  E.  A. 
Badman: — 

“The  year  did  not  see  the  commencement  of  any  housing  schemes  as 
layouts  had  to  be  decided  upon,  submitted  to,  and  approved  by  the 
relevant  authorities,  but  these  initial  points  have  now  been  resolved,  and 
I anticipate  that  1965  will  see  an  active  start  on  a very  vigorous  housing 
programme.” 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 
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(b)  Completed 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

74 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.64  was  as 
follows: — 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1,45  to  31.12.64. 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  fiats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  1)... 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2)... 

80 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  Old 
Person’s  Dwellings  and  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3)  ... 

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses; 

1 - bedroom  bungalows;  1 and 

2- bedroom  flats. 

“Lagley”  (conversion)  ... 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.  Schemes  aboof 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hut  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.64. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Lagley  

41 

Bungalows  and  flats 

Billet  Lane  

39 

Flats  and  Maisonettes 

Ashlyns  

340 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses ; 1 and 

2-bedroom  flats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1964  ...  322 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1964 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Butchers  14 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  10 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clubs  6 

Confectioners,  flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Confectioners,  sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fishmongers  — wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  2 

Fishmongers  — wet  and  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grocers  (retail)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  off-licences)  19 

Licensed  premises  (serving  main  meals)  ...  ...  3 

Guest  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Registered  for  sausage  making  and  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  17 

Registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  2 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  39 

School  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Milk  Distribution 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 

Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  six  retail  distributors  who  sell 
milk  which  is  bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district. 


lee  Cream 

Thirty-nine  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 
The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary 
brands. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  manufacture.  One  of  these  is 
limited  to  the  manufacture  of  “soft”  ice  cream  only. 


Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which 
complies  with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected 
after  office  hours.  The  arrangements  with  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough 
Council  for  a relief  Meat  Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward 
difficulty  was  experienced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1964: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  

203 

2 

5 

793 

8 

— 

Number  inspected  

203 

2 

5 

793 

8 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

23 

1 

, 

r 

1 

___ 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

11.3 

50 

20 

0.25 

12.5 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

. 

. 



Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

1 

___ 



, 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   .* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foodstuffs  found  to  lie  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  also  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender  : 


Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse  ...  ...  615  lbs. 

Tinned  food  1,590  tins 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  lbs. 

Butchers’  meat  and  offal  137  lbs. 

Butter  38^  lbs. 

Potatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56  lbs. 

Frozen  foods  134pkts. 


Complaints 

Eleven  complaints  were  received,  of  which  five  related  to  foreign 
matter  in  food.  Eight  warning  letters  were  sent  to  manufacturers.  There 
were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

1 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

372 

4 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

_____ 

15 

_ 

1—  2 years  

— 

1 

32 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

1 

1 

47 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

3 

— 

45 

— r* 

— 

4—5  „ 

1 

1 

52 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

3 

— 

152 

i 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

21 

i 

— 

15—25  „ 

— 

— 

3 

i 

— 

25  45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

\ge  unknown  

4 

Total  Cases  Notified 

8 

3 

372 

7 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1964 

i y jc  i • • •••  •••  •••  ••• 

36 

53 

3 

5 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  



1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

3 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

3 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

33 

53 

4 

4 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Femak  s 

0 — 1 years  ... 







- 

. 







1 — 5 years  ... 

1 

" 

■■ 

— 

- ’ 

— 

_ 

r 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

* * 

■ 

— 



— 

■ 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

—— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— — 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

— 

1 

■ ■ 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

Totals  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  Genera!  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End)  and  Little  Gaddesden,  which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1964  ...  6,480 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1964  2,097 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964  £246,689 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1964/65  £956 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  72  46  118 

Illegitimate  1 4 5 


Total  ...  73  50  123 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  19.0. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  20.5 

STILL  births: 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — • 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  16.1 


DEATHS  .* 

Males,  35,  Females  44  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  


79 

12.2 

12.1 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  — 2 2 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  — • 2 2 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM! 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Cancer 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System)  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 


16.3 

17.0 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

16.1 


5.40 

1.39 

2.16 

1.54 

0.00 

0.15 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1964  was 
6,480  as  compared  with  6,450  at  mid- 1963.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  he,,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  44. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  1.08 
and  0.99  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  rates  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  your 
population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  123  an 
increase  of  three  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  20.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  20.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  two  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  16.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  16.4  in  the  previous  year  and  16.3  for  England  and 
Wales. 


69 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  79  (males 
35,  females  44),  an  increase  of  six  as  compared  with  1963. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  12.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.3  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Disease  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous  System,  Respiratory  Diseases  and  Cancer. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  16.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  33.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Male  Female  Total 


Under  1 year  ... 
1 — 5 years  ... 
5 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  ... 
35 — 45  years  ... 
45 — 55  years  ... 
55 — 65  years  ... 
65 — 75  years  ... 
75  years  and  over 


2 2 


1 2 3 

2 1 3 

7 5 12 

13  8 21 

12  26  38 


ALL  CAUSES  ...  35  44  79 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1964 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

'I 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 



7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus • ••  •••  •••  • • • •••  ••• 

3 

— 

3 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  •••  #.#  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

1 

1 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

8 

14 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

1 i 

13 

24 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

1 

— 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

3 

2 

5 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

4 

5 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

— 

3 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  

4 

1 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
t cm  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

2 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  



' 

■ 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- — 

1 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

1 

4 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

* 

— 

1 

35. 

Suicide  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

35 

44 

79 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1964 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

l 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease  

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

Pyelonephritis 

" 

1 

1 

Totals  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 2 

0 

G 

0 

2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied 
by  the  Bucks  Water  Board,  and  the  supply  has  been  adequate  in  quantity 
and  quality  throughout  the  year. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Nettleden  with  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Margaret's)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Extensions  of  mains  to  supply  Nettleden  and  Nos.  1-6  Frithesden 
Cottages  were  completed  in  1964. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  the  main  supplies  and 
no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  supply  of  the  Bucks  Water  Board  has  a fluoride  content  of 
below  0.1  parts  per  million  and  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company  supply  has  not  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

995 

286 

995 

_ 

- 

Little  Gaddesden  

1,155 

345 

1,115 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 

End)  

1,147 

357 

1,147 

— 

— 

Northchurch  

1,110 

344 

1,110 

- — • 

— 

Tring  Rural  

947 

270 

918 

11 

29 

Wigginton  

1,115 

350 

1,115 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  privately  owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  is 
open  to  the  public  and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  District 
and  the  surrounding  area.  The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  which  is 
chlorinated  by  a Wallace  and  Tierman  break-point  chlorinator;  continual 
flow  of  the  filtered  water  through  the  bath  and  aerating  cascade  is  main- 
tained. 

Six  double  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  found 
on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Aldfenry,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton: 

The  original  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
to  provide  a sewage  disposal  works  at  Dudswell  has  now  been  abandoned 
in  favour  of  discharge  into  the  sewers  of  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District 
Council.  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  agreement  in  principal 
to  this  means  of  disposal  had  been  reached  and  the  proposal  is  now  pro- 
ceeding as  planned. 

Little  Gaddesden: 

In  my  last  report  reference  was  made  to  the  drainage  difficulties 
at  Ringshall  where  35  properties  drain  into  a main  sewer  laid  many  years 
ago.  The  final  effluent  from  these  properties  is  discharged  into  a series 
of  cesspools  which,  following  the  installation  of  W.C’s  and  baths  in  a 
number  of  properties,  have  become  overloaded  and  unsatisfactory.  The 
matter,  together  with  a similar  drainage  problem  affecting  a council  estate 
in  Cromer  Close  was  referred  to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  for 
opinion.  They  advise  that  in  view  of  the  high  cost  per  property  for 
dealing  with  these  two  small  areas  in  isolation  the  Council  should  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  a drainage  scheme  for  the  whole  village  of  Little 
Gaddesden.  A comprehensive  scheme,  comprising  227  properties  in  Little 
Gaddesden  and  Ringshall,  is  now  being  prepared. 
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Nei'tleden  with  Pottea  End: 

The  main  sewerage  of  Potten  End  completed  in  1963  has  proved 
highly  satisfactory.  An  extension  of  the  sewer,  a length  of  some  515  yards 
to  serve  five  properties  fronting  The  Common,  was  completed  during  the 
year.  A further  53  properties  were  connected  to  the  sewer  by  the  end 
of  1964. 

The  scheme  does  not  include  the  hamlet  of  Nettleden. 

Tring  Rural: 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  a sewerage 
scheme  for  the  villages  of  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone.  The  draft  scheme 
was  completed  and  considered  by  the  Council. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  still  in  operation,  an  arrange- 
ment which  will  be  necessary  until  one  or  more  of  the  sewerage  schemes 
previously  referred  to  have  been  completed. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A fortnightly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  carried  out  and 
generally  speaking  proved  satisfactory.  Consideration  of  the  purchase  of 
a new  refuse  collecting  vehicle  of  larger  capacity  will,  in  the  near  future, 
be  necessary. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

7 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

3 

1 

. 

_ ___ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 



TOTAL  

10 

4 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS  : 

Making  wearing  apparel  1 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts 196 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  122 

Drainage  inspection  and  tests  ...  215 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  4 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,326 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

food  premises: 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 

Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 
31.12.63  1964  1964  31.12.64 


Formal  ...  ...  ...  3 5 5 3 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  7 19  22  4 

10  24  27  7 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Drainage  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  55 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,268 

Water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Thirteen  registrations  under  the  above  Act  have  been  received  and 
some  inspections  carried  out.  Adequate  administration  of  the  Act  has 
been  extremely  difficult  on  account  of  the  amount  and  variety  of  work 
which  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  is  called  upon 
to  perform. 
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HOUSING 


The  purchase  of  sites  for  Council  housing  was  completed  as  follows: 

Aldbury — Extension  of  Brownsmead  Orchard. 

Potten  End — WulfFs  Nursery  land  and  adjoining  allotment  land. 

Wilstone — Poulton’s  and  adjoining  Aylesbury  Brewery  land. 

Wigginton — Extension  of  existing  estate — Commonfield. 

Two  three-bedroomed  houses  and  two  two-bedroom  bungalows  at 
Bromley,  Long  Morston,  were  completed.  Eight  two-bedroom  houses  at 
Aldbury  were  nearing  completion. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959, 
the  following  Improvement  Grants  were  approved: 

No.  No.  of  Houses  Total  Amount 

Discretionary  Grants  ...  9 9 £2,921 

Standard  Grants  13  13  £942 

In  addition  to  the  above  8 standard  grants  were  approved  but  the 
work  not  completed. 

Grants  in  respect  of  the  modernisation  of  6 Council  houses  at  The 
Green,  Potten  End  were  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  and  the  work  completed. 

Action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  resulted  in  the 
closure  of  three  unfit  houses  and  the  reconditioning  to  a satisfactory 
standard  of  tv/o  houses. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were:— 

(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

— 

— 

34 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

4 

3-bedroom  houses  (2) 

2-bedroom  bungalows  (2) 

22 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31. 12.64  was  as 
follows: — 
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(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.64. 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieldway  

8 

3-bedroom 

Chesham  Road  

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Commonfield  

8 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Aldbury : 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Malting  Lane  

4 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wiistone : 

New  Road  

4 

3-bedroom 

Main  Street  

2 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Orchard  Place  

6 

3-bedroom  houses  and  1 -bedroom 
flats 

Little  Gaddesden : 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3-bedroom 

Long  Marston : 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  

Northchurch : 

28 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  1 and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

Dudswell  

2 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End : 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

Briar  Close  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  hut  not  com' 
pleted  at  31.12.64. 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

Comm- 

enced 

No. 

Com- 

pleted 

Aldbury  

8 

3-bedroom  houses 

8 

— 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.64. 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Aldburv  

12 

3-bedroom  houses 

Potten  End  

18 

3-bedroom  houses  (10)  and 
1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

Wigginton  

24 

3-bedroom  houses 

Wiistone 

40 

3-bedroom  houses  (32)  and 

1 -bedroom  flats  (8) 
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Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1964  ...  227 

Caravans 

There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District  as 
follows: — 

Northchurch  (The  Limit)  50  caravans 

Wigginton  (Happy  Days)  30  caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban)  4 caravans 

Site  works  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  licence  in  respect  of  the 
Northchurch  site  have  been  completed,  and  conditions  generally  are  of 
a high  standard. 

The  number  of  caravans  on  the  Happy  Days,  Wigginton  site, 
remains  the  same,  but  the  contention  of  the  site  owner  that  the  whole  of 
the  ten  acres  of  woodland  comprises  the  caravan  site,  remains  unresolved. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District. 
Animals  purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining 
area,  but  the  majority  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the 
wholesale  meat  trade. 


Food  Premises 

Twenty-two  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  no  food 
was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  No  action  in  respect  of 
unsatisfactory  premises  or  lack  of  cleanliness  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
or  Hygiene  Regulations  was  necessary. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

71 

2 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

. 

3 

. 

. 

1 — 2 years  

— 

8 

— 

— 

2—3  „ 

— 

14 

— 

— 

3—4  „ 

1 

12 

— 

— 

4-5  „ 

1 

17 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

— 

10 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

5 

— 

— 

15—25  „ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25—45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  Notified  

2 

71 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1964 

A i •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

19 

18 

1 

2 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

_ 

. 

2 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

2 

2 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

17 

16 

1 

3 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

• — 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

55—65 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


. . . • * * . . . . . . . . . . . * . . . 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1964  ... 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation 

List  at  31st  December,  1964  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1964/65  


4,407  acres 
7,500 

2,218 

£267,903 

£1,051 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 


Legitimate 

Male 

91 

Female 

78 

Total 

169 

Illegitimate 

. . . 

...  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Total  ... 

94 

80 

174 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  23.2 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  23.0 

still  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Total  ...  1 2 3 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  17.0 


DEATHS : 

Males  36,  Females  34  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  


70 

9.3 

10.6 

Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


82 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM  : 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System) 


5.7 

5.9 

Nil 

5.7 

5.7 

22.6 


2.67 

1.33 

2.27 

1.87 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1964  was 
7,500  as  compared  with  7,110  at  mid-1963.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  104. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  were  0.99  and  1.14  respectively.  The  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates 
which  are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other 
districts  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for 
such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of 
area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group 
components.  The  comparability  factors  confirm  what  is  already  known, 
the  marked  increase  in  the  numbers  in  the  younger  age  groups. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a 
net  total  of  174  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  twenty-three  as  compared  with  1963. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  23.0  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  21.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.4  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  three  still-births  were  registered 
during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  17.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births,  as  compared  with  6.6  in  the  previous  year  and  with  16.3  for 
England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the 
net  total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  70,  a 
decrease  of  nine  on  the  total  for  the  year  1963. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  11.4  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.3  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  5.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  6.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  ... 
35 — 45  years  ... 
45 — 55  years  . . . 
55 — 65  years  ... 
65 — 75  years  . . . 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

3 

5 

5 

4 

9 

12 

10 

22 

13 

16 

29 

all  causes  ...  36  34  70 
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Causes  o£  Death  in  1964 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— - 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

. — 

— • 

- — ■ 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

- — ■ 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— • 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

. 



— — 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 

CilUS  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

2 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

— 

— 

— 

14. 

2 

4 

6 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

1 

9 

10 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

5 

2 

7 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

— • 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

2 

6 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

5 

2 

7 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

4 

4 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  

6 

— 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

- 

, 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

1 

i 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion  •••  •««  ••• 

T 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

1 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

2 

2 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

36 

34 

70 

85 


Infant  Mortality  in  1964 


Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under  1 year 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 1 

1 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks. 
Water  Board  and  throughout  the  year  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity.  The  water  for  the  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes 
sunk  into  the  chalk  at  New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and  Hawridge. 

Twenty-eight  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw 
water  and  twenty-six  examinations  of  the  treated  water.  All  samples 
were  free  from  coliform  organisms  and  the  chemical  analysis  was  satis- 
factory. The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  no  contamination  was 
detected.  The  fluoride  content  of  this  water  is  below  0.1  p.p.m. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains:- — - 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

7,500 

2,317 

7,500 

— 

— 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District.  The  nearest 
public  swimming  baths  are  at  Ringshall,  Berkhamsted  and  Aylesbury. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  contract  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  was 
completed  and  the  new  plant  came  into  operation  in  February.  Within 
a few  months  it  was  apparent  that  the  strength  of  the  sewage,  and  in 
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particular  the  quantity  of  sludge;  was  much  greater  than  average  for  a 
town  of  this  population.  The  discharges  from  certain  farms,  slaughter- 
houses and  other  trade  premises  were  investigated  in  detail  with  a view 
to  drastically  reducing  the  load  on  the  treatment  works.  Discussions  are 
in  progress  with  the  owners  of  the  premises  concerned  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  this  matter  will  be  resolved  in  the  coming  year. 

The  present  method  of  irrigating  the  effluent  from  the  settlement 
tanks  on  land  has  not  proved  to  be  satisfactory  despite  certain  works 
which  were  carried  out  on  the  irrigation  areas. 

The  reconstructed  works  were  laid  out  for  the  provision  of  filters 
and  humus  tanks  if  these  should  be  required.  The  provision  of  this 
additional  plant  will  be  receiving  consideration  in  the  near  future. 

The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  Authority  for  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  still  operating  satisfactorily. 
The  cost  of  the  service  is  recovered  from  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the 
properties. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  with  but  few 
exceptions.  A new  bonus  scheme  was  introduced  for  personnel  engaged 
on  refuse  collection  with  beneficial  results.  However,  due  to  the  continued 
new  development,  the  refuse  team  and  vehicle  are  now  working  to  the 
limit  of  their  capacity  and  it  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to 
purchase  a new  vehicle  fitted  with  equipment  to  compress  the  refuse. 

The  collection  of  salvage  was  discontinued  and  a new  scheme  for 
the  collection  of  trade  refuse  was  introduced,  the  cost  of  the  collection 
being  recovered  from  proprietors  of  the  businesses  concerned. 

A new  tractor  was  purchased  for  controlled  refuse  disposal  work  at 

the  tip. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  was  informed  that  the 
County  Council’s  efforts  to  arrange  the  establishment  of  refuse  disposal 
facilities  for  the  joint  use  of  District  Councils  in  this  part  of  Hertfordshire 
had  proved  negative.  The  Council  immediately  approached  the  County 
Council  Smallholdings  Committee  (as  landowners)  for  a further  extension 
to  the  refuse  tip  at  Miswell  Farm  as  the  capacity  of  the  existing  refuse 
tip  would  be  exhausted  by  December,  1964.  After  protracted  negotiations 
the  Council  was  informed  that  a small  extension  would  be  allowed  for  a 
short  period  to  enable  them  to  find  another  site.  Extensive  enquiries  and 
investigation  of  alternative  sites  are  continuing. 

The  need  for  joint  refuse  disposal  facilities  at  a convenient  position 
for  each  District  Council  concerned,  is  only  too  evident. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  cm  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

31 

12 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

2 

1 

TOTAL  •••  • • • •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

44 

18 

- — 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  Nil 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  11 

Total  ...  11 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL  .* 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  41 

Housing  Acts  44 

Improvement  Grants  65 

Problem  families  and  old  people  6 

Rivers  and  Streams  ...  20 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 44 

Sewerage  Disposal  50 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  3 

Factories,  workplaces,  farms  and  outworkers  premises  ...  54 
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Building  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Public  Halls  16 

Pests  Act — Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Flies  and  Insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

food  premises: 

Butchers  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  37 

Bakehouses  3 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  10 

Restaurants  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Public  Market  and  Foodstalls  15 

Dairies  ...  ...  6 

Other  Food  Premises  24 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 


HOUSING 

Twenty-one  families  were  rehoused  from  slum  properties.  Action 
taken  under  the  Housing  Act  resulted  in  21  houses  being  closed  in 
pursuance  of  Closing  Orders  or  undertakings  not  to  re-let. 

The  development  of  the  ‘Eight  Acres’  Council  housing  estate  con- 
tinued and  the  Council  purchased  a half  acre  site  at  Surrey  Place, 
Akeman  Street.  This  site  contains  13  sub-standard  dwellings  and  when  all 
the  families  have  been  re-housed,  the  buildings  will  be  demolished  and 
the  site  re-developed,  probably  next  year.  The  new  development  will 
consist  of  flats  including  flatlets  for  old  people,  the  site  being  conveniently 
situated  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Several  of  the  new  residential  areas  zoned  in  the  Review  Town  Map 
were  taken  up  by  intending  developers.  The  Council’s  objection  to  the 
map  on  the  grounds  that  no  land  has  been  earmarked  thereon  for 
Council  housing  development  will  be  heard  at  a Public  Inquiry  in 
January,  1965. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were:  — 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

7 

3-bedroom 

19 

89 


(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

19 

3-bedroom,  parlour  (15) 

84 

1 & 2-bedroom,  non-parlour  (4) 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.64  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  o£  Schemes  completed  since  1*1.45  to  31.12.64. 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Brick,  3-bedroorn,  parlour 

Gamnel  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  

40 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Goldfield  Estate  

17 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 1 and  2-bedroom  bungalows 

New  Road  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Eight  Acres... 

29 

Brick,  3 and  4 -bedroom,  parlour; 

1 and  2 -bedroom,  non-parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  bet  not  completed  at  31,12*64 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Number 

Number 

Houses 

Commenced 

Completed 

Eight  Acres 

72 

1,2  and  3-bedroom 

49 

23 

Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  arc  In  hand,  hut  where  a start  had  not  been 


made  at  31.12.64. 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Wingrave  Road,  New  Mill  ... 

20 

3-bedroom 

Surrey  Place,  Akeman  Street... 

18 

1 -person  flatlets  (8);  2-person, 

1 -bedroom  flats  (7);  3-person 

cottages. 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1964  ...  105 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  was  again  somewhat 
limited  (with  the  exception  of  meat  and  slaughterhouses)  due  to  staff 
changes  and  shortage.  Concerted  action  with  regard  to  food  premises 
will  be  taken  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

1 .  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 


Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butchers’  Shops  8 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery  ...  26 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  4 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 3 

Canteens  10 

Clubs  4 

Dairies  1 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  ...  3 


2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

Ice-cream  premises  13 

Preserved  food  premises  9 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  24 

4.  Meat  and  olTal  condemned  at  the  two  slaughterhouses  is  disposed  of 
at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a neighbouring  district  where  it  is 
sterilized  and  processed.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  other  food  premises 
is  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip  and  comprised  the  following: — 

Tinned  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26  lbs. 

Raw  meat  154  lbs. 

5.  No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Urban  District. 


Meal  Inspection 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Meat  at  one  was 
inspected  by  veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  At  the  other  it  was 
inspected  by  the  public  health  inspector  until  June  and  then  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  veterinary  surgeons  to  inspect  the  meat  at  both 
slaughterhouses.  All  the  animals  killed  have  been  inspected  since  the 
new  Regulations  came  into  force  in  October,  1963. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
district  during  1964: — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  .. 

3,731 

375 

2,059 

7,251 

1,993 

— 

Number  inspected  

3,731 

375 

2,059 

7,251 

2,993 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

4 

7 

1 

4 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

1,286 

103 

8 

1,031 

435 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

34.8 

29.3 

.43 

14.28 

14.6 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

23 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

.76 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

6 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

11 

_____ 

. 

_____ 

. 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

90 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

Measles 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

1 

2 

1 — 2 years  

— 

7 

— 

2 — - 3 „ 

— 

13 

* 

3—  4 „ 

— 

13 

— 

4 — - 5 „ 

— 

9 

— 

5—10  

— 

45 

- — 

10—15  „ 

— 

1 



15—25  „ 

— 

— 

1 

25—45  „ 



— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

— 

— 

• — 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  Notified  . 

1 

90 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1964 

14 

9 

2 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

— 

— 

— 

. 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

4 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 

2 

3 

— 

- — ■ 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

16 

! 

7 

— 

2 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  - Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0 — • 1 years  ... 





- 



r 

_ 

1—  5 „ 

— 

— 

— 

■ '• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

• — 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  „ ... 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  „ ... 

• 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

• 

— 

55—65  „ ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 r 

1 

' 

* 

Totals  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Dacorum  Division 


comprised  of 

The  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
The  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhainsted  and  Tring 
The  Rural  Districts  of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

19  6 4 


by 

R.  S.  HYND,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

A.  Wilkes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

A.  T.  Roden,  m.b.,  b.s.  (Leave  of  Absence  1.1.64  to  30.6.64) 

I.  Poole,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.c.h. 

B.  S.  M.  Marshall.,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

E.  S.  M.  Barnes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (Part-time  to  30.6.64) 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time)  : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

PL  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b 
A.  C.  Trott,  l.m.s.s.a. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Mrs.  D.  Carter,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  Queen’s  Nurse 


Deputy  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  R.  Seymour,  s.r.n.,  s.c.n.,  h.v.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Resigned  30.9.64) 


Mrs.  D.  Arnott 
Miss  G.  Austin 
Miss  C.  J.  Badcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Miss  L.  Brackley 
Miss  M.  A.  Clegg 
Miss  S.  I.  Evans 


Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  M.  Hook 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 
Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson 
Mrs.  M.  Kennedy 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Maitland 
Miss  C.  N.  McConachie 
Mrs.  M.  McMahon 


Miss  M.  Pritchard 
Miss  I.  Whitman 
Mrs.  I.  E.  Wonneberger 

Mrs.  K.  Clift 

(Part-time) 


Health  Visltor/Pistrict  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Mrs.  O.  Campana  Miss  K.  A.  Hopkins  Miss  J.  L.  Powell 

Miss  I.  A.  R.  Carter  Miss  M.  E.  O’Dwyer 


Miss  M.  Chalker 
Miss  A.  K.  Davies 
Miss  M.  Dring 
Miss  M.  P.  Ghadimi 
Mrs.  A.  Harwood 


Miss  L.  Abrahams 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn 
Mrs.  D.  Knight 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Watts 


Mrs.  P.  Bathe 


District  Nurse/Mid  wives  : 

Miss  A.  B.  Hickie 
Miss  S.  M.  John 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
Mrs.  B.  J.  Manns 
Mrs.  J.  Murnaghan 

Midwives  : 

Miss  I.  Saxby 


Miss  I.  Murrell 
Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 
Miss  J.  S.  Slater 
Miss  K.  Yearsden 


Mrs.  A.  M.  Pollard 


District  Nerses  : 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Cox  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  O.  Morgan  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Handley,  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  G.  Seddon  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  B.  Spratt  (Part-time) 

Clinic  Nerses  : 

Mrs.  E.  Griffin  Mrs.  N.  Kerry 

Mrs.  I.  B.  J.  MacDonald 

Night  Nurse: 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Peck 

Chief  Clerk  : 

Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL— HEALTH  SERVICES 
Introduction 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  purposely 
brief,  reviews  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis 
to  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  development 
of  the  health  services  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Kernel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Kernel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamstead,  covers  an  area  of  51,355  acres 
with  an  estimated  population  of  104,460.  The  increase  of  population  in 
the  year  was  2,640. 

Stag 


The  medical  staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  is 
also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  local  authori- 
ties in  the  Division,  four  full-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
and  four  part-time  Medical  Officers  for  duties  in  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  clinics  on  a sessional  basis. 

The  nursing  staff,  who  are  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  comprises  a Deputy  Divisional  Nursing 
Officer,  eighteen  Health  Visitor/School  Nurses,  one  of  whom  is  part-time, 
nineteen  District  Nurse/Mid  wives,  five  of  whom  are  qualified  Health 
Visitors  and  perform  health  visiting  duties  as  part  of  their  work,  nine 
District  Nurses,  six  of  whom  are  part-time,  three  Midwives,  one  Night 
Nurse  and  four  part-time  Clinic  Nurses.  The  nursing  staff  was  increased 
last  year  by  the  equivalent  of  one  whole-time  nurse. 

Medical  auxiliaries  on  the  central  staff  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  give  both  whole  and  part-time  service  within  the  Division  and 
include  a Psychotherapist,  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  Speech  Therapist, 
Orthoptist,  Teacher  of  Deaf  Children  and  Home  Help  Organiser.  The 
Divisional  Dental  Service  was  maintained  at  relatively  the  same  level  as 
in  the  previous  year  with  two  clinics  in  the  Borough,  at  Churchill  and 
Bennetts  End,  and  one  in  Berkhamsted. 

While  there  were  no  changes  among  the  medical  staff  there  were, 
unfortunately  prolonged  absences  because  of  sickness  and  maternity 
leave.  Complete  locum  cover  could  not  be  provided  and  in  consequence 
there  was  some  lack  of  drive  and  loss  of  continuity  which  was  particu- 
larly felt  by  the  school  health  service. 

Fortunately  the  nursing  services  had  few  changes  of  staff  and  were 
for  most  of  the  year  at  full  strength.  A review  of  some  of  the  aspects  of 
the  work  merits  some  comment  and  attention. 

In  the  previous  annual  report  comment  was  made  on  the  scheme 
for  the  attachment  in  the  Borough  of  health  visitors  to  general  medical 
practices.  With  the  experience  of  a further  year  s working  of  the  scheme 
a clearer  evaluation  of  the  results  can  now  be  made. 

From  the  beginning  it  was  realised  that  if  the  scheme  were  to  suc- 
ceed each  group  practice  must  be  free  to  make  whatever  use  of  the 
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health  visitors’  services  best  suited  its  particular  need  providing  only 
that  the  health  visitors  were  employed  in  the  capacity  for  which  they 
were  trained.  The  family  doctor  has  long  cherished  independence  of 
thought  and  action  and  conformity  and  uniformity  have  little  place  in 
general  practice.  The  scheme  was  so  arranged  that  it  did  not  in  any  way 
restrict  the  general  practitioners’  traditional  freedom  of  action  and  in 
consequence  it  flourished.  Each  practice  was  left  to  develop  the  attach- 
ment scheme  in  its  own  way  and  a healthy  co-operation  between  doctor 
and  health  visitor  was  quickly  established. 

The  advantages  of  the  attachment  scheme  over  the  old  district 
scheme  have  become  more  apparent  with  time.  The  most  important  is 
perhaps  the  greatly  improved  means  of  communication  between  doctor 
and  health  visitor  which  the  scheme  actively  promotes.  In  the  past  the 
health  visitor  was  presented  with  the  difficult  task  of  keeping  in  touch 
with  more  than  one  partnership  of  doctors  without  interrupting  a surgery 
session,  interfering  with  domiciliary  visits  or  disturbing  the  doctor’s 
leisure.  Yet  without  the  means  of  communication  the  one  must  inevitably 
work  apart  from  the  other  and  the  good  which  naturally  ensues  from 
co-operation  is  lost.  The  scheme  which  allows  of  doctor  and  health 
visitor  to  work  only  among  the  same  patients  fosters  co-operation  and 
greatly  simplifies  communication  between  them. 

The  experience  of  the  past  fifteen  months  has  shown  that  even  if  the 
scheme  does  not  lighten  the  load  of  either  doctor  or  health  visitor  it 
does  at  least  improve  the  services  available  to  the  patient.  The  patient 
is  now  regarding  the  health  visitor  as  the  nursing  member  of  the  practice 
and  welcomes  her  advice  and  follow-up  of  the  doctor’s  work.  The 
full  range  of  the  social  services  have  become  more  readily  available  to 
the  patient  through  the  stronger  link  between  doctor  and  health  visitor 
and  though  nothing  new  has  been  created  a better  use  has  been  made  of 
the  existing  facilities.  The  attachment  scheme  is  now  fully  established  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  it  has  come  to  stay. 

In  last  year’s  report  on  this  subject  it  was  stated  in  conclusion 
that  if  the  further  experience  of  the  attachment  scheme  confirmed  its 
initial  success  it  might  be  introduced  into  other  urban  areas  and/or 
extended  to  include  the  district  nurses  and  midwives.  For  various  reasons, 
not  the  least  the  shortage  of  staff,  the  scheme  has  not  been  introduced 
into  other  areas  of  the  division  but  it  was  extended  in  the  Borough  in 
October  to  include  the  district  nurses  and  midwives.  The  attachment 
scheme  for  district  nurses  and  mid  wives  is  perhaps  not  so  simple  of 
operation  as  that  for  health  visitors  due  to  the  necessity  of  attaching  the 
district  nurses  and  midwives  in  teams  of  three  to  cover  off  duty  periods 
and  to  ensure,  at  least  in  midwifery,  a complete  twenty  four  hour  service. 
The  attachment  principle  remains  the  same,  however,  with  either  all  or 
one  or  two  of  the  members  of  the  nursing  team  working  for  the  one 
general  practice.  The  doctor  has  at  least  one  nurse  who  will  work  solely 
among  his  patients  so  ensuring  continuity  of  attention  and  uniformity  of 
advice. 

Three  months’  experience  of  the  scheme  is  perhaps  too  short  a period 
to  judge  its  strength  but  it  is  a scheme  the  doctors  have  long  desired 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  eventually  prove  to  be  at 
least  as  successful  as  the  attachment  scheme  for  health  visitors. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1964 
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Area  (acres)  .... 
Population  

Live  Births  

Still-births  

Deaths  

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  . . . 

7.193 

61,890 

1,258 

23 

447 

13 

20,231 

13,950 

226 

6 

137 

4 

1,952 

14,640 

263 

2 

136 

1 

17,572 

6,480 

123 

1 

79 

2 

4,407 

7,500 

174 

3 

70 

1 

51,355 

104,460 

2,044 

35 

869 

21 

404,524 

892,390 

16,328 

229 

7,930 

236 

* 

47,401 

300 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

20.3 

16.2 

17.9 

19.0 

23.2 

19.6 

18.3 

184 

Adjusted  

17.3 

16.8 

18.4 

20.5 

23.0 

* 

17.4 

— ■ ~ 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

7.2 

9.8 

9.3 

12.2 

9.3 

8.3 

8.9 

11.3 

Adjusted  

11.3 

10.4 

10.1 

12.1 

10.6 

* 

10.4 

— 

Infective  and 

Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 

cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.05 

0.00 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.01 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

) 

* 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

0.00 

0.01 

l 0.02 

* 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

0.94 

1.08 

1.24 

1.54 

1.87 

1.10 

* 

Cancer  

1.52 

2.15 

2.25 

1.39 

2.27 

1.75 

1.82 

* 

Heart  and  Circu- 
latory Diseases 

2.56 

3.08 

3.28 

5.-0 

2.67 

2.89 

2.72 

* 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

1.02 

1.51 

1.70 

2.16 

1.33 

1.27 

* 

* 
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England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1964 

(continued) 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Rural  E>i strict 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

10.3 

17.7 

3.8 

16.3 

5.7 

10.3 

14.5 

20.0 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

7.2 

13.3 

0.00 

000 

5.7 

64 

10.5 

13.8 

Early  Neo- 
Natal 
Mortality 

24.2 

13.3 

0.00 

0.00 

5.7 

5.9 

9.1 

* 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality 

24.1 

38.8 

7.5 

16.1 

22.6 

22.6 

22.8 

* 

Still-Birth 

Rate 

18.0 

25.9 

7.5 

16.1 

17.0 

16.8 

13.5 

16.3 

Maternal 

Mortality 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.25 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1964  was  2,044  (1,043  males,  1,001  females),  an  increase  of  65  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  19.6  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  19.4  for  1963. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  94  or  4.6  per  cent,  of  the 
total  live  births  compared  with  39  and  4.5  per  cent,  respectively  for  the 
previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  869  (427  males,  442  females),  an  increase  of  23  on  the 
total  for  1963. 
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figures) 


The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.3  per  1,000 
estimated  population,  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were: 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases  excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  84  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1964  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  21, 
a decrease  of  seven  from  the  previous  year.  Thirteen  infants  were 
under  four  weeks  of  age  at  time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  10.3  per  1,000  live  births 
as  compared  with  14.1  for  1963. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  9.2  as  compared  with  13.8  for  1963. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  was  31.9  as  compared  with  22.5  for  1963. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age : — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3—4  weeks 

<-< 

<D 

-a 

§ CO 

d u 

O > 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Other  Congenital 
Malformations 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

2 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

| — 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

3 

_ 

_____ 

. 

3 



- 

_ 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

- — 

■ — 

I 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Cerebral  Anoxia 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Haemolytic 

Anaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza] 

Meningitis 

. 

_____ 

- 





- 

1 

_____ 

1 

Pyelonephritis  ... 

1 

1 

TOTAL  

12 

1 

— 

— . 

13  | 

4 

3 

1 

— 

21 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 

Thankfully  the  year  was  once  again  one  of  freedom  from  this 
peculiarly  horrible  disease  and  the  only  comment  necessary  is  related  to 
the  vaccination  figures. 

It  was  explained  in  the  previous  report  that  the  decline  in  vaccina- 
tion experienced  in  1963  rested  almost  entirely  upon  the  change  in  the 
timing  of  infant  vaccination  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
whereby  the  recommended  age  for  vaccination  was  changed  from  the  first 
to  the  second  year  of  life.  The  effect  of  the  change  was  to  increase  the 
number  of  vaccinations  last  year  to  almost  double  those  for  1963.  The 
increase  was  entirely  a matter  of  changed  statistical  recording  and 
certainly  reflected  no  change  in  the  attitude  of  parents  to  infant  vaccina- 
tion. Fortunately  the  large  majority  of  parents  support  the  idea  of  vac- 
cination when  young  and  the  percentage  of  vaccinated  children  in  the 
Division  remains  high.  As  one  would  expect  a local  health  authority  must 
pay  more  attention  to  a Ministry  of  Health  recommendation  than  must  a 
general  practitioner,  an  inference  which  can  be  clearly  gathered  from  a 
perusal  of  the  two  figures  for  infant  vaccination.  Perhaps  the  general 
practitioners  consider  the  reasons  advanced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
later  vaccination  were  outweighed  by  the  time-honoured  saying  of  “catch 
them  young”. 


Details  of  the  various  age  group  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations 
are  shown  below: — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 
years 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

14 

399 

186 

20 

5 

624 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors ••• 

186 

264 

63 

12 

28 

553 

Re- V ACCINATIONS 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors • • • • ••• 

— 

— 

6 

44 

103 

153 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated 

200 

664 

257 

77 

137 

1,335 

Any  reactions  following  vaccination,  and  few  indeed  were  recorded, 
were  mild  and  fleeting. 
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Diphtheria 


The  incidence  of  primary  immunizations  remained  relatively  un- 
changed but  there  was  a very  significant  increase  in  the  number  of 
secondary  or  re-inforcing  injections  given  both  by  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers  and  the  Family  Doctors.  As  in  the  case  of  smallpox 
vaccinations  the  increase  was  largely,  if  not  wholly,  a matter  of  changed 
statistical  recording. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  shown  below: — 


Year  of  birth 

Totals 

1964 

1963 

1962-60 

1959-50 

1949 

upwards 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

606 

563 

52 

5 

1 

1,227 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

271 

322 

37 

12 

1 

643 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

3 

382 

487 

747 

1,619 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

112 

209 

290 

— 

611 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

880 

1,379 

785 

1,054 

2 

4,100 

Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  notifications  received  declined  last  year  from  67  to 
28.  The  usual  follow-up  of  all  the  patients  was  made  to  ascertain  the 
severity  of  the -illness  and  the  immunization  state.  Of  the  28  patients  20 
were  under  school  age,  the  youngest  being  three  weeks  and  the  eldest 
eleven  years.  Seven  of  the  patients  had  not  been  previously  immunized 
including  three  who  had  not  reached  the  accepted  age  of  two  months 
for  immunization.  Of  the  seven  the  illness  was  severe  or  moderately 
severe  in  five  and  two  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  illness  in  the  large 
majority  of  the  immunized  children  was  very  mild  though  four  were 
classified  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  severe  or  moderately  severe.  None  in 
the  immunized  group  required  admission  to  hospital. 

As  in  diphtheria  immunizations  the  number  of  primary  immuniza- 
tions remained  relatively  unchanged  from  the  previous  year  while  the 
re-inforcing  injections  showed  a considerable  increase. 
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Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunized  are  shown  below: 


Year  of  birth 

1964 

1963 

1962-60 

1959-50 

1949 

upwards 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medical 
Officers  

605 

557 

51 

5 

1 

1,219 

(b)  By  Private 

Doctors  

266 

320 

37 

9 

1 

633 

Secondary  or 

ReTnforcing 

Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical 
Officers  

2 

372 

454 

54 

882 

(b)  By  Private 

Doctors  

— 

106 

143 

187 

— 

436 

Total  of  primary  and 

secondary 

immunisations 

873 

1,355 

685 

255 

2 

3,170 

Poliomyelitis 

For  the  sixth  successive  year  no  case  of  Polio  was  recorded,  a 
tribute  to  the  efficacy  of  the  immunization  material  and  the  wisdom  of 
parents  in  seeing  that  their  children  are  immunized.  The  Sabin  vaccine 
given  by  mouth  has  now  largely  ousted  the  older  Salk  vaccine  given  by 
injection,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  tables. 

Part  l — Primary  Immunisation: — 


Age  Group 

No.  of  Persons,  who, 
in  1964,  received: 

Total  Persons  who 
have  received 

Salk  Vaccine 
(2  injections) 

Oral  Vaccine 
(3  injections) 

Primary  Immunisations 
to  31.12.64 

(a)  Children  bom  in  1964  ... 

14 

308 

> 

(b)  Children  born  in  1963  ... 

1 

1,288 

(c)  Children  born  in  1962  ... 

2 

210 

> 32,275 

(d)  Children  born  in  1961  ... 

— 

82 

(e)  Children  and  young  persons 
bom  in  years  1943-60  ... 

— 

132 

i 

(f)  Young  persons  bom  in 
years  1933-42 

— 

62 

7,617 

(g)  Others 

• — 

62 

9,639 

(h)  TOTAL 

17 

2,144 

49,531 
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Part  II — Re-inforcing  Doses: — 


Immunised  in 
1964 

Total  Immunised 
to  31.12.64 

(a)  Number  of  persons  given  third  injections 

37,477 

of  Salk  vaccine 

3 

(b)  Number  of  persons  given  fourth  injections 

8,903 

of  Salk  vaccine 

1 

(c)  Number  of  persons  given  a reinforcing 
dose  of  ORAL  vaccine  after 

(i)  2 Salk  doses  

4,135 

(ii)  3 Salk  doses,  or  3 Oral  doses,  or 

2 Salk  plus  2 Oral  doses 

1.232 

4,114 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  remained  low,  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions received  being  19  as  compared  with  17  in  the  previous  year. 

The  illness  was  mild  and  without  complications. 


Measles 

Last  year  was  a non-epidemic  year  with  1,077  cases  notified  as 
against  2,009  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Experiments  to  find  a potent 
vaccine  continue  though  in  the  vast  majority  of  children  with  healthy 
constitutions  the  disease  is  so  mild  that  the  introduction  of  a vaccine 
seems  hardly  warranted.  An  effective  vaccine  however  would  be  of 
help  in  debilitated  children  or  among  those  suffering  from  chronic  heart 
or  lung  conditions. 


Infections  Hepatitis 

Infectious  Hepatitis  is  an  acute  infection  characterized  by  fever 
and  gastric  symptoms  which  are  usually  followed  by  jaundice.  It  is 
commonly  a benign  disease  but  because  of  the  liver  damage  associated 
with  the  illness  convalescence  is  often  prolonged.  The  cause  is  a virus, 
its  source  is  the  faeces  of  the  infected  person  and  its  probable  mode  of 
transmission  is  by  intimate  person-to-person  contact  though  respiratory 
spread  is  possible.  The  incidence  is  said  to  be  higher  in  rural  areas  than 
in  urban  and  it  is  only  notifiable  in  certain  parts  of  the  country  includ- 
ing East  Anglia  and  most  of  Hertfordshire.  There  are  no  specific 
measures  against  the  spread  of  the  disease  which  can  only  be  contained 
by  good  sanitation  and  by  strict  personal  hygiene  especially  after  using 
the  lavatory. 

Last  year  22  cases  were  notified  of  whom  18  occurred  in  the 
Borough.  The  illness  followed  the  normal  pattern  and  was  unpleasant 
even  though  generally  considered  mild  in  character.  Only  one  patient 
required  hospital  treatment.  Convalescence  was  in  most  instances  pro- 
longed due  to  the  fact  that  liver  damage  is  often  slow  to  resolve. 


105 


The  disease  which  is  almost  world-wide  in  distribution  has  been 
recognised  for  many  years  but  as  yet  epidemics  are  uncommon.  It  must, 
however,  be  given  close  attention  for  it  could  prove  an  unpleasant 
replacement  of  diphtheria,  polio  and  those  infectious  diseases  which 
specific  immunization  measures  have  vanquished  or  for  diseases  like 
Scarlet  Fever  which  has  over  the  years  lost  its  former  virulence. 

Notification  o£  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  1964  (corrected) 


District 

Disease 

Borough  of 

Hemel 

Flempstead 

Rural  District 
of  Hemel 
Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Totals  for 

Division 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

1 

8 

19 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

18 

4 

3 

2 

1 

28 

Measles  

430 

114 

372 

71 

90 

1,077 

Dysentery  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

7 

1 

— 

9 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Infectious  Hepatitis 
Tuberculosis 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

Pulmonary 

21 

1 

1 

— 

— 

23 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  900  home  confinements  all  but  three  of  whom  were 
attended  by  County  Council  midwives.  The  number  of  County  Council 
midwives  employed  in  the  Division  was  22  of  whom  19  acted  in  the 
dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse/Midwife.  A total  of  612  patients  were 
given  gas  and  air  analgesia  during  labour  while  in  addition  181  patients 
received  Trichlorethylene  analgesia.  Pethilorfan  injections  were  adminis- 
tered to  478  patients.  The  total  of  domiciliary  confinements  decreased  by 
four. 


The  total  number  of  confinements  among  residents  in  the  Division 
was  2,018,  an  increase  of  24  over  the  previous  year  with  the  percentage 
of  domiciliary  confinements  to  the  total  confinements  remaining  un- 
changed at  45%.  Of  the  1,123  confinements  in  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes,  893  were  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead.  The 
remaining  230  confinements  took  place  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes 
outside  the  divisional  area,  92  within  the  confines  of  the  County  area  and 
138  outside  the  County  boundary. 
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Domiciliary  confinements  in  the  Borough  were  47%  of  the  total 
confinements  but  only  41%  in  the  other  districts.  The  difference  between 
the  two  figures  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  for  geographical  reasons 
and  reasons  of  convenience  the  majority  of  non-domiciliary  confinements 
in  the  Borough  take  place  in  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  where  the  maternity 
accommodation  continues  to  be  limited  by  the  failure  to  bring  into  use 
the  fourth  maternity  ward. 

An  interesting  feature  last  year  was  the  early  discharge  from 
hospital  of  72  mothers  and  babies  within  48  hours  of  delivery.  The 
patients  were  selected  early  in  pregnancy,  wished  to  be  discharged  home 
early  and  were  able  to  make  suitable  arrangements  at  home.  The  family 
doctors  in  all  instances  agreed  to  attend  during  the  remaining  days  of 
the  puerperium  and  the  domiciliary  midwives  were  present,  of  course,  to 
do  the  nursings. 

For  the  most  part  these  patients  were  discharged  from  hospitals 
outside  the  County  boundaries  but  in  December  an  early  discharge 
scheme  was  started  at  the  St.  Paul’s  Hospital.  When  the  fourth  maternity 
ward  is  ready  for  use  admissions  to  the  ward  will  be  reserved  for  patients 
booked  under  this  scheme..  The  scheme  should  eventually  materially  in- 
crease the  number  of  hospital  confinements  and  bring  the  divisional 
percentage  of  hospital  confinements  closer  to  the  regional  and  national 
average  of  66%. 


Ante-Natal  Care 

Formerly  the  heading  of  this  part  of  the  report  was  ante-natal 
clinics  but  as  all  local  health  authority  ante-natal  clinics  were  closed  by 
March,  1963  the  above  heading  is  more  appropriate  and  more  descrip- 
tive of  the  work. 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  now  the  concern  of  the  hospitals  and  the 
family  doctors  most  of  whom  take  the  keenest  interest  in  midwifery. 
Their  clinics  are  attended  by  the  County  Council  midwives  and  a very 
close  professional  relationship  has  been  established  particularly  in  the 
Borough  where  the  attachment  scheme  for  midwives  is  in  operation. 
While  midwives  must  work  in  teams  of  at  least  three  to  cover  off-duty 
periods  and  still  provide  a complete  24  hour  service  each  medical 
practice  has  at  least  one  or  two  midwives  who  work  among  the  practice 
patients  only  and  who  the  doctors  can  regard  as  their  own.  Such  a 
relationship  obviously  leads  to  a greater  understanding  between  doctor 
and  midwife  and  a better  co-ordination  of  effort  which  must  be  of  benefit 
to  the  patient.  Team  work  is  the  very  basis  of  good  midwifery  and  the 
attachment  scheme  fosters  this  ideal.  It  may  not  be  the  only  method  of 
promoting  a sound  working  arrangement  between  doctor  and  nurse  but 
where  it  is  practical  it  does  appear  to  be  the  best. 

There  is  one  field  of  ante-natal  care  where  the  midwife,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  health  visitor,  must  always  remain  supreme.  This  is 
in  the  teaching  of  mothercraft  and  relaxation  exercises  and  throughout 
the  year  the  special  clinics  held  in  all  districts  of  the  division  for 
this  purpose  were  well  attended  and  well  received. 
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Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  practice  of  midwifery  a special 
comment  must  be  made  upon  an  important  innovation  introduced  in 
October  for  the  early  diagnosis  of  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip. 

In  recent  years  an  increasing  amount  of  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  early  diagnosis  of  this  disease  for  it  is  now  generally  accepted  that 
if  cure  is  to  be  effected  the  diagnosis  must  be  made  within  the  first  day 
or  two  of  life  and  treatment  begun  immediately.  The  chance  of  cure 
recedes  rapidly  with  the  lapse  of  time  and  where  there  is  failure  to 
diagnose  the  condition  early  in  life  treatment  can  only  be  directed  against 
the  complications  of  the  disease  rather  than  towards  its  cure.  It  is  now 
possible  to  diagnose  the  condition  clinically  immediately  after  birth  and 
if  the  affected  joint  is  reduced  within  the  first  two  or  three  days  and  held 
reduced  for  a period  not  exceeding  three  months  the  joint  will  remain 
stable.  The  treatment  usually  leads  to  a normal  development  of  the  hip 
joint  and  cure  is  thus  accomplished. 


Last  October  we  were  fortunate  to  have  a lecture/film  demonstra- 
tion on  the  subject  from  an  eminent  orthopaedic  surgeon  which  was 
attended  not  only  by  all  the  midwives  but  also  by  most  of  the  general 
practitioners  in  the  Division.  It  was  a most  successful  lecture  from  which 
everyone  gained  something.  Great  stress  was  laid  on  the  necessity  for  a 
careful  examination  of  all  babies  on  the  first  day,  the  examination  to  be 
repeated  on  the  third  day  in  those  babies  where  the  first  examination 
showed  evidence  of  the  disease.  The  method  of  examination  was 
explained  in  the  lecture  and  demonstrated  in  the  sound  film.  The  in- 
cidence of  the  disease  is  probably  between  one  and  tv/o  cases  per 
thousand  births  but  may  conceivably  prove  greater  when  the  examination 
is  universally  applied.  Equal  stress  was  therefore  laid  by  the  lecturer  on 
the  fact  that  though  the  chances  of  any  one  doctor  or  midwife  encounter- 
ing the  disease  in  new  bom  babies  was  very  small  no  one  should  be 
discouraged  by  this  and  fail  to  maintain  a careful  watch  for  the 
condition. 


By  strange  chance  the  first  case  of  congenital  dislocation  of  the 
hip  was  discovered  within  a week  or  two  of  the  meeting  and  the  start  of 
the  early  diagnosis  scheme.  The  diagnosis  was  made  by  doctor  and  mid- 
wife, confirmed  by  a consultant  orthopaedic  surgeon  and  the  baby  placed 
in  a special  frame  with  the  legs  in  a position  of  abduction  and  lateral 
rotation  within  the  first  week.  Both  the  mother  and  nurse  quickly  found 
that  nursing  the  baby  in  the  special  frame,  from  which  it  is  never  re- 
moved until  treatment  has  ended,  presented  no  undue  difficulties.  Every- 
one, including  the  baby,  appears  content  and  though  it  is  too  early  as  yet 
to  assess  the  final  outcome  there  are  good  grounds  for  hoping  the  hip 
joint  will  become  stable  and  development  will  be  normal. 


Primary  prevention  has  long  been  the  goal  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  secondary  prevention  is  well  established  now  as  a worth-while 
second  line  of  defence.  In  due  course  one  can  expect  that  tertiary  preven- 
tion, which  is  concerned  with  preventing  an  established  illness  from  grow- 
ing worse,  will  take  its  place  in  the  battle  being  waged  against  disease. 
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Child  Welfare  Ceefres 


While  more  family  doctors  are  establishing  their  own  “well-baby” 
clinics  the  work  of  the  child  welfare  clinics  continues  relatively  un- 
diminished. It  will  indeed  be  a long  time  before  the  child  welfare  centres 
are  merged  with  the  well  baby  clinics  of  the  family  doctors  though, 
logically,  this  must  be  the  ultimate  goal.  Medicine  should  not  be  com- 
petitive and  clinics  with  the  same  pattern  of  work  and  having  the  same 
common  purpose  must  eventually  cease  to  operate  as  separate  units  and 
merge  to  form  the  greater  whole. 

The  child  welfare  centres  have  always  been  the  focal  point  of  the 
health  visitors’  work  and  many  innovations,  not  always  successful,  have 
been  tried  in  recent  years.  The  testing  of  the  urine  of  newly  bom  babies 
for  phenylketonuria  was  one  such  innovation  started  five  years  ago  and 
still  continuing.  A further  important  preventive  measure  was  introduced 
in  1963  into  the  health  visitors’  routine  work.  This  was  the  compilation 
of  an  “at  risk”  register  of  infants  in  whom  deafness  is  considered  more 
likely  to  be  present.  An  explanation  of  this  new  routine  procedure  is 
perhaps  indicated. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  the  sooner  deafness  is  detected  the  greater 
is  the  chance  of  cure  or  at  least  the  alleviation  of  the  handicap  by 
adequate  training.  If  a deaf  or  partially  hearing  child  is  to  take  his 
proper  place  in  society  he  must  acquire  speech  and  be  able  to  under- 
stand the  spoken  word.  For  this  his  training  must  not  only  be  intensive 
but  must  start  as  early  as  possible  so  that  none  of  the  receptive,  and  so 
the  most  trainable,  period  is  lost. 

It  is  with  the  above  aim  in  view  that  infants  in  what  is  called  the 
“at  risk”  category  are  examined  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  twelve 
months  for  deafness  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers.  The  age  of  nine  to  twelve  months  is  used  because  it  is  the 
earliest  age  at  which  a reasonably  unequivocal  response  to  the  test  will 
be  made  by  the  child.  The  “at  risk”  category  comprises  a number  of 
abnormal  conditions  occurring  during  pregnancy  or  in  labour  or  which 
are  governed  genetically  which  predispose  an  infant  to  deafness.  Research 
has  shown  that  at  least  95%  of  all  deaf  or  partially  hearing  children 
come  within  the  “at  risk”  category,  the  “at  risk”  category  comprising 
between  15-20%  of  all  births.  So  by  carefully  testing  a limited  number 
of  babies  the  near  maximum  number  of  cases  of  deafness  will  be  found. 

Both  ears  are  tested  with  high  and  low  pitched  rattles  gently  shaken 
from  behind  the  child  and  it  is  a most  interesting  and  engaging  sight 
to  see  a hearing  child  automatically  turn  his  head  towards  the  sound 
which  he  recognises  though  he  cannot  see  the  rattle  which  produces  it. 

Since  the  tests  were  introduced  in  January  1963,  737  infants  who 
constituted  approximately  17%  of  the  total  births  came  within  the  “at 
risk”  category.  Most  of  the  babies  born  in  the  year  1964  have  not  yet 
reached  the  age  for  test  and  so  far  453  babies  have  been  tested.  Five 
infants  failed  the  test  and  were  referred  to  the  Consultant  Audiologist. 
One  proved  severely  deaf  and  the  parents  are  now  attending  a special 
course  of  instruction  designed  to  help  them  in  the  proper  management 
of  their  child.  Another  had  a moderate  degree  of  deafness  and  is  under 
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three  monthly  examinations  by  the  Audiologist.  In  the  remaining  three 
the  degree  of  deafness  was  considered  too  slight  to  constitute  a material 
handicap,  but  a careful  follow-up  of  the  children  has  been  ordered  and 
the  children  will  be  re-examined  by  the  Audiologist  before  reaching 
school  age. 

Superficially  it  may  appear  that  the  compilation  and  testing  of  the 
“at  risk”  group  of  children  takes  up  a disproportionate  amount  of 
medical  and  nursing  time  for  the  results  achieved  but,  in  fact,  however 
laborious  the  work  it  at  least  allows  us  to  concentrate  upon  the  children 
who  most  need  our  attention. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

One  of  the  duties,  not  always  relished,  imposed  upon  local  health 
authorities  is  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  welfare  foods.  There  are 
28  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  these  foods  (National  Dried  Milk, 
Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  tablets)  are  distributed.  Of 
these  distribution  centres  19  are  situated  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  6 in 
local  shops  and  3 in  premises  staffed  by  the  W.V.S. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County  Council 
depot  at  Hemel  Hempstead.  The  following  welfare  foods  were  distributed 
last  year: — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A and  D Tablets 


4,807  tins 
44,029  bottles 
1,613  bottles 
3,668  packets 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Introduction 

There  are  68  schools  in  the  Division,  excluding  independent  and 
private  schools,  2 special  schools  and  one  nursery  school.  The  total 
number  of  pupils  on  the  school  register  at  31.12.64  was  18,889. 

The  policy  of  visiting  schools  each  term  was  maintained,  apart  from 
a few  exceptions  because  of  medical  staffing  difficulties  or  where  the 
number  of  pupils  to  be  examined  was  too  small  to  justify  a visit  each 
term.  The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age  groups,  i.e. 
entrants  (5  years  plus),  juniors  (7  years  plus),  intermediate  (11  years  plus) 
and  seniors  (14  years  plus)  was  continued.  At  each  school  medical  in- 
spection, re-examination  of  children  who  at  previous  periodic  or  special 
examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects  requiring  treatment  or 
observation  was  made. 
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Prolonged  absences  among  the  medical  staff  because  of  sickness  or 
maternity  leave  created  problems  in  the  School  Health  Service  which 
could  not  be  entirely  resolved  as  complete  locum  cover  could  not  be 
provided.  The  periodic  losses  of  medical  personnel  again  meant  a lack  of 
drive  in  the  Service  with  loss  of  continuity.  However  the  best  use  was 
made  of  the  available  medical  staff  and  the  year  could  be  described  as 
reasonably  successful  in  its  aims  and  achievements. 


Number  of  Children  seen  at  Medical  Inspections 
(a)  Periodic  Inspections : 


Number  Inspected — 

Age  Group  (Year) 

Number 

1960  and  later  

23 

1959  

1,956 

1958  

107 

1957  

471 

1956  

1,304 

1955  

123 

1954  

66 

1953  

973 

1952  

576 

1951  

60 

1950  

1,172 

1949  and  earlier 

334 

TOTAL 

7,165 

Other  Inspections: 

Number  of  special  inspections 

. . . 

...  ... 

200 

Number  of  re-inspections 

... 

3,500 

TOTAL 

3,700 

Defects  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

A statistical  analysis  of  the  defects  found  at  medical  inspections  is 
given  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Periodic  Inspections 


Defect  or  Disease 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

(Interim 

inspections) 

Total 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Skin  

IS 

32 

21 

15 

42 

38 

81 

85 

Byes : 

(a)  Vision  

67 

225 

126 

73 

251 

214 

444 

512 

(b)  Squint  

35 

9 

2 

1 

18 

7 

55 

17 

(c)  Other  

6 

2 

2 

1 

9 

8 

17 

11 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

26 

28 

9 

5 

31 

49 

66 

82 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

18 

42 

6 

4 

17 

17 

41 

63 

(c)  Other  

3 

7 

4 

5 

4 

2 

11 

14 

Nose  and  Throat  

39 

105 

3 

4 

28 

107 

70 

216 

Speech  ...  

19 

37 

— 

3 

11 

19 

30 

59 

Lymphatic  Glands 

1 

15 

— 

2 

2 

10 

3 

27 

Heart 

9 

32 

1 

6 

4 

56 

14 

94 

Lungs  

18 

59 

4 

11 

24 

64 

46 

134 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

2 

5 

1 

2 

7 

5 

10 

12 

(b)  Other  

11 

86 

7 

22 

23 

144 

41 

252 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

5 

40 

14 

24 

13 

60 

32 

124 

(b)  Feet  

29 

123 

6 

18 

34 

91 

69 

232 

(c)  Other  

2 

27 

8 

4 

11 

37 

21 

68 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  

2 

1 

5 

1 

5 

3 

12 

5 

(b)  Other  

5 

5 

2 

9 

6 

29 

13 

43 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

• — 

6 

— 

1 

5 

11 

5 

18 

(b)  Stability  

23 

109 

4 

9 

29 

101 

56 

219 

Abdomen 

10 

6 

2 

5 

8 

21 

20 

32 

Other  

7 

15 

5 

9 

i 

17 

21 

41 

Special  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Consultant 
Ophthalmologist,  and  Dr.  M.  A.  Kahn,  at  Kernel  Hempstead  and 
Berkhamsted. 

Twice  weekly  sessions  on  Thursday  and  Friday  mornings  were  held 
at  Kernel  Hempstead.  Ninety  sessions  were  held  in  the  year  with  929 
attendances  and  spectacles  prescribed  for  323  children. 

Monthly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  were  held  at  Berkhamsted  at 
the  Health  Centre.  Ten  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  156 
attendances  with  spectacles  prescribed  for  34  children. 


Orthoptic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  M.  U.  Ackner,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  on  Monday  and  Friday  a.m.  and  p.m.  were  held  at 
the  central  clinic  in  Kernel  Hempstead,  and  when  necessary,  at  the 
Health  Centre,  Berkhamsted.  During  the  year  there  were  96  sessions  at 
which  573  attendances  were  made. 
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Speech  Therapy  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  V.  Press,  Speech  Therapist. 

Weekly  clinics  were  held  in  Hemel  Hempstead  at  Churchill,  Park 
Road  (Monday  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall  (Friday  a.m.  and  p.m.), 
Bennetts  End  Hail  (Tuesday  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Warners  End  Flail  (Thurs- 
day a.m.  and  p.m.)  and  at  the  Health  Centre,  Berkhamsted  (Wednesday 
a.m.  and  p.m.). 

During  the  year  314  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  1,183 
attendances.  One  hundred  and  fifty  two  children  were  still  attending 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  49  under  treatment  and  103  under  observation. 

Audiology  Clinic:  Conducted  by  Dr.  M.  V.  Bickerton,  Consultant 
Audiologist. 

Monthly  clinics  (1st  Wednesday  a.m.)  were  held  at  Churchill,  Park 
Road,  Heme!  Hempstead.  During  the  year,  13  sessions  were  held  at  which 
there  were  80  attendances  (New  cases — 27;  Re-examinations — 53). 

Child  and  Family  Psychiatric  Clinic: 

Children  requiring  diagnosis  and  treatment  or  estimation  of  their 
intelligence  quotient  were  referred  to  the  clinic  at  Watford. 

Dental  Clinics: 

At  the  Churchill  Clinic  13-J  sessions  were  held  weekly  including 
sessions  for  secondary  school  children  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday  evenings.  The  Clinic  at  the  Health  Centre,  Berkhamsted  remained 
unchanged  with  morning  sessions  each  day  of  the  week,  but  the  number 
of  sessions  at  the  Bennetts  End  Clinic  were  increased  from  8 to  10 
weekly. 


Convalescent  Home  Treatment 


During  the  year  five  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting  financial 
responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 


Handicapped  Pupils 


For  the  year  ended  31.12.64  the  following  handicapped  pupils  were: 
(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes:  — 


Blind 


1 Maladjusted  ...  ...  13 

1 Physically  handicapped  ...  3 

4 Educationally  sub-normal  30 


Partially  sighted 
Partially  hearing 
Delicate 


3 

Total  ...  55 
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(b)  Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  education  treatment  in  special 
schools  or  in  boarding  homes:  — 

Maladjusted  14  Partially  hearing 2 

Physically  handicapped  ...  2 Delicate  3 

Epileptic  1 Educationally  sub-normal  19 

Deaf  1 Blind  1 

Total  ...  43 

(c)  Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31.12.64:  — 

Blind  2 Physically  handicapped  ...  20 

Partially  sighted 4 Educationally  sub-normal  98 

Deaf  or  partially  deaf  ...  14  Maladjusted  38 

Delicate 6 

Total  ...  182 

(d)  Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition 1 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Nursing  of  the  elderly  and  infirm  continues  to  be  the  major  part 
of  the  work  of  the  district  nurse,  the  volume  of  work  increasing  with 
each  succeeding  year.  Over  4,000  more  nursing  visits  were  made  last 
year  than  in  the  previous  year  and  to  meet  the  increased  demand  a 
further  two  part-time  nurses  were  employed. 

The  total  number  of  home  visits  was  32,045  of  which  23,575  were 
made  to  the  elderly  and  infirm.  The  medical  patients  were,  as  usual, 
predominant  and  accounted  for  over  80%  of  the  total  visits.  Surgical 
patients,  receiving  roughly  16%  of  the  total  visits,  included  the  prepara- 
tion of  patients  for  x-ray  examination  and  the  renewal  of  dressings  for 
post-operative  patients. 

More  use  was  made  of  the  night  nursing  service  which  proved  partic- 
ularly valuable  in  the  terminal  stages  of  patients  suffering  from  incurable 
diseases  where  nursing  attention  can  relieve  so  much  of  the  pain  and 
discomfort.  When  not  so  engaged  the  night  nurse  assisted  the  day  nurses 
especially  in  their  work  with  the  elderly  and  infirm. 

The  pattern  of  district  nursing  was  little  changed  but  the  volume 
of  work  was  greater.  The  attachment  in  the  Borough  of  the  nurses  to 
general  practice  was  welcomed  by  both  doctors  and  nurses  alike  and  the 
resultant  closer  co-operation  both  improved  the  service  and  increased 
the  demand.  Fortunately  part-time  nursing  help  was  available  to  meet 
the  increased  demand. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Despite  our  many  years  experience  the  Home  Help  Service  gets  no 
easier  to  run.  The  major  difficulties  of  previous  years  remain  and  the 
persistent  shortage  of  Home  Helps  hinders  the  full  development  of  the 
Service  and  restricts  its  action. 

Last  year  the  demands  upon  the  Home  Help  Service  increased  by 
5%  overall,  the  increase  in  the  Borough  being  10%,  a percentage 
increase  which  has  applied  for  the  last  three  years.  The  difficulties  in 
management  are  well  illustrated  by  the  figures  of  supply  and  demand. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Service  employed  89  Home  Helps  whose 
hours  of  work  varied  between  10  and  30  hours  weekly  and  were,  on 
average,  around  20  hours  weekly.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
90  part-time  home  helps  on  the  register  but  during  the  year  27  home 
helps  had  resigned  and  28  had  been  recruited.  The  smallest  number  of 
home  helps  employed  was  82  in  October  and  the  highest  94  in  May.  It 
is  the  fluctuation  in  staff  which  makes  management  so  difficult. 

The  terms  and  conditions  of  service  of  Home  Helps  include  paid 
holidays,  paid  leave  during  sickness  and  some  travelling  time  so  that 
never  more  than  80%  of  the  total  paid  hours  is  available.  As  around  310 
households  are  given  help  each  week  the  average  number  of  hours  avail- 
able to  each  individual  household  is  between  4-5  hours  weekly. 
Obviously  the  number  of  hours  allocated  to  the  maternity  cases  and 
where  there  is  long-term  illness  is  greater  than  the  average  whereas  it  is 
smaller  among  the  aged  and  infirm.  The  plain  truth  is  that  there  is  in- 
sufficient staff  to  meet  anything  but  the  minimal  demand,  a state  of 
affairs  which  has  been  with  us  for  many  years  and  which  is  likely  to  be 
with  us  for  many  more  years  to  come  unless  there  is  an  unwelcome  trade 
recession. 

While  the  above  unpalatable  facts  obviously  give  no  cause  for 
rejoicing  there  were  two  bright  spots  in  the  year.  If  some  home  helps 
quickly  come  and  quickly  go  a few  remain  as  the  back-bone  of  the 
service  and  one  such  lady  in  Berkhamsted  was  awarded  last  year  the 
ten  year  long  service  badge. 

The  other  equally  bright  spot  was  the  temporary  enrolment  of  two 
students  who  decided  to  gain  experience  the  hard  way  before  going  up 
to  the  University  to  read  Social  Studies.  They  were  of  real  use  to  the 
Service,  perhaps  their  service  proved  of  equal  use  to  them.  Their 
example,  it  is  pleasant  to  record,  is  being  followed  by  a further  two 
students. 

During  the  year  In-Service  training  was  offered  to  selected  Home 
Helps  who  attended  short  courses  illustrating  the  aims  and  methods  of 
the  social  services  in  the  County.  These  courses  are  designed  to  give  the 
home  helps  an  understanding  of  the  work  of  related  departments  and  be 
an  encouragement  to  them  in  their  work  in  the  community. 
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